Kuwait pays $34 m to citizens 

KUWAIT (R) .— Kuwait began handing otn 10 mUGon dinars (534 
miflH>n) Saniniay to reward dozens wfao stayed through seven-momfcs of 
Iraqi occupation. A boot 200.000 


. ■ -r — ■ — uior amaren doth aanne 

the occupation are eligible For the 500 dinar (52.720) payments The 

lT^^^ t 5f. awar * was ^ by ibe^SlwikhJaberAJ Ahmad 
2* “““V*® “d mto exile with most of the other members of the rn&mc 
family as Iraq took over the emirate last Aug. 2. About 400,000 other 
Mwmns ieB dunng the occupation. Kuwait Radio began announcing an 
a^habetjcal list on of those entitled to the money, idling them which 
tanks to vmtto collect their windfalls. Ahmad Mansonr, who stayed on 
through the invasion said he was pleased to get the cash. Nasser A1 Saleh 
ram he too was delighted to be given 500 dinars but added that democratic 
reforms would be “the true reward.** 
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500 refugees leave Kuwait 

ABDALY, Kuwait (AP) — More than 500 refugees from Iraq, including 
one American, were evacuated from northern Kuwait Saturday and put 
on flights to Egypt. The refugees, mostly Egyptians, were the first group 
to be evacuated from the Red Crescent refugee camp in this town on the 
Iraqi border. About 1,100 refugees remain at the camp. The refugees are 
now mostly bedouin, or stateless people. Officials of the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM) said they had no immediate plans to 
transfer the Iraqis or bedouins to a third country. “No countries so far 
have expressed interest in taking these people," an IOM official said. “We 
can only help them move if they hare somewhere to go.* 
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Tayee’ receives 
King message 

NAWAKSHUT (J.T.) — Fore- 
- ign Minister Taber A1 Masri 
Saturday arrived here with a mes- 
sage from Hfe Majesty King Hu s- 
sein to Mauritanian leader 
Mnawieb Weld Sayyed Tayee’ in 
the course of his totzr of Arab 
j, Maghreb union countries which 
took him to Libya, Tunisia, 
’'Algeria, and Morocco on similar 
missions. The minister, who is 
also to visit Yemen and Sudan 
has been discussing with the lead- 
ers of the Maghreb union Arab 
League affairs and means of re- 
building solidarity among Arab 
countries. 

Islamist bloc may be 
formed in Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s 
largest Islamist movement, the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), has 
indicated it might accept an 
alliance with other Muslim 
groups to counter a government 
campaign against them. Ali 
Bdhadj, the FIS number two, 
said in a Friday sermon the gov- 
ernment and secular opposition 
parties were trying to wipe out 
the Islamist movement by picking 
off the groups one by one. The 
** thrust of the government cam- 
' paign has been against attempts 
by Muslim fundamentalists to 
dose down conceits of Andalu-, 
aan muse during Ramadan. “It's 
the first time the fundamentalists 
have been challenged so strongly. 
We had avoided doing it until 
now," Interior Minister Moham- 
mad Sal ah Mohammadi said after 
clashes between police and m3i - 
tants picketing a concert h all. 

Six people 
banged in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Six bandits 
and drug dealers were hanged in 
Zahedan, capital of Iran’s eastern 
Sistan-Baluchestan province, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(ERNA) reported Saturday. The 
agency said the six were publicly 
hanged Friday, after being con- 
victed by Zahedan’s Islamic re- 
volutionary court. The six were 
i charged with homicide, robbery, 
f. drug dealing, terrorism blackmail 
and other ‘illegal activities,” 
ERNA said. Iran has hanged 
more than 2,000 people, most of 
them on drug-related charges, 
since December 1988. Iran’s 
draconian laws call for a manda- 
tory death sentence for posses- 
sion of even small quantities of 
drugs. Gambling, drinking or 
selling alcohol and prostitution 
are all illegal in the Islamic repub- 
lic, and offenders are often given 
stiff sentences. But Iranian exile 
groups main tain the drug-related 
hangings mask a crack-down on 
government opponents. 

Afghan rebels report 
fresh attack 

. PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
f- Afghan rebels said Saturday they 
had launched a fresh attack on 
the eastern border town of Khost, 
taking more government posts 
and knocking oat its new airport. 
The Pakistan-based rebel govern- 
ment's Midia news service said 
the attack on the garrison began 
on Friday, the day the Soviet- 
backed Afghan government ac- 
cused neighbouring Pakistan of 
firing artillery in support of the 
guerrillas. Fighting continued 
Saturday and airport operations 
were halted after the terminal 
was damaged, Midia quoted, a 
s po kes man for guerrilla comman- 
derJalahxdtfin Haqqani as saying. 


Iran to send 
^00,000 to Mecca 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran said Satur- 
day it would send 110,000 Mus- 
lims on a pilgrimage to Mecca in 
June, ending a three-year boycott 
of tile annual Haj. Tehran Radio 
. quoted an official of the Islamic 
-'Guidance Ministry as saying the 
number had been agreed with 
Saudi Arabia which restored di- 
pkwnatic relations with Iran last 
week. Iran has boycotted the Haj 

the past tinnee years in protest 

71 ^ a, gjnyfi ban on political 

\ and a quota system reduo- 

; the number of pilgrims. Sapdi 
" i*s relations with Tehran 
sharply in July 1987 

•^lifter more than 400 people, most- 
Iranians, were ItiUed in clashes 
SwnthSaudi security forces in Mec- 
.Relations were broken off 
fhme months later. 
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Arab League takes 
cautious bid to end rift 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The Arab 
League launched a low-key effort 
Saturday to patch up a schism 
over Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait 
and the outcome of the Gulf war. 

The meeting lasted only 90 
inmates, references to Iraq and 
its delegate were scrupulously 
avoided, and all contentious 
issues put off indefinitely. . 

Only one minister was present 
— Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid, who play- 
ed host to die first league session 
in Cairo for nearly 12 years. The 
rest were officials. 

All 21 members sent delegates, 
but they deliberately avoided any 
attack on Iraq or its representa- 
tive, senior Foreign Ministry offi- 


cial Saad Kasem Haro o udi . 

About 100 Iraqis demonstrated 
outside the headquarters of the 
league to protest Iraq’s handling 
of unrest at home. 

The peaceful demonstration, 
the first by members of the Iraqi 
community in Egypt since Iraq 
took over Kuwait, occurred just 
before the session started. 

The demonstrators presented a 
memor a ndum to the league sec- 
retariat, demanding that Iraq’s 
representative be barred from the 
session. 

After the inaugural public ses- 
sion, the council held a dosed 
meeting for an boor. Afterwards, 
Asaad Assad., the league’s acting 
secretary-general, told reporters 


that the conference has been ad- 
journed to an ^unspecified date. 

He said contacts would be 
made among members to set a 
date for the conference which will 
be elevated to foreign minister 
level and will deal with political 
issues. 

Egypt’s representative. 
Mahmoud Abdul-Nasr, told re- 
porters Jordan had proposed that 
the meeting be adjourned and 
Egypt seconded the motion. 

“All the members agreed be- 
cause the time is not right to 
discuss political issues Mr. 
Abdul Naser said. 

Iraq’s Hammudi said the spirit 
at the meeting was “to put what 
happened behind us and look 
ahesul to better things.” 

Mr. Abdul Meguid, opening 
the meeting, only referred to 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in ellip- 
tical terms. 

“We are sure that with the 
importance of studying the Gulf 
events, we have to grasp the 
experience and extract the lesson 
to avoid its repetition,” he said. 

It was the first session to be 
held in the league’s old Cairo 
headquarters since Egypt was 
given the official cold shoulder 
for its 1979 treaty with Israel. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid called for 
an Arab reconciliation based on 
“complete frankness and clarity, 
for this is the time of frankness 
not flattering.” 

His call was echoed by Qatari 
representative Badr Omar A] 
Dafaa who said of the Gulf crisis: 
“This bitter experience has 
brought to us - new burdens ^iar 

(Continued on page 3) 


Izzeddine says Cairo 
talks a starting point 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Information Minister Ibrahim Izzeddine Satur- 
day expressed the view that the Arab League meeting in Cairo 
would not lead to a deep and genuine process for meaningful 
discussions, but would be a starting point. 

‘The Arab League should focus the Arab World's attention on 
the need to safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Iraq in the aftermath of the war, and on the means of finding a 
lasting solution for the Arab-Israeli conflict," Mr. Izzeddine said in 
an interview with the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
Arabic service. 

“We should give due consideration to issues of development and 
to means that can help raise the standard of living in various Arab 
states,” the minister said. 

Asked to comment cm the role of die Arab League as an 
institution that can bring about reconciliation among the Arab 
J states and heal the rifls in the wake of the Gulf war, Mr. Tmeddine 
.. said that Jordan was opposed to all forms of polarisation and 
; creation of axes, and is dedica te d *tb joint action, “the best policy 
that can deal with Arab issues.” 


GCC states suspend 
aid to Jordan, PLO 


Allies to 
quit Iraq in 
days after 
formal 
ceasefire 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
100,000-plus allied tToops 
occupying Iraq will begin their 
withdrawal within “a matter of 
days” after the United Nations 
approves a formal ceasefire, U.S. 
defence officials say. 

“We want to leave as quickly as 
possible — it will be a short 
period of time. It’s not going to 
be land of prolonged, dragged- 
out withdrawal once-tbe terms of 
the ceasefire are in place,” said a 
senior U.S. defence official. 

While die allies' bold on south- 
east era Iraq has served as the 
primary bargaining chip in forc- 
ing Iraqi acceptance of the U.N. 
resolution, U.S. officials believe 
economic sanctions will prove 
“the main lever” in forcing com- 
pliance. 

(Confirmed on page 4) 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — The six- 
member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) said Saturday its 
members were suspending finan- 
cial aid to Jordan and the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) because of what the 
council sees as their support of 
Iraq in the Gulf crisis. 

“No forgiveness, no forget- 
ting,” GCC Secretary-General 
Abdullah Besbara, a Kuwaiti, 
said in announcing the move. 

He told a news conference the 
GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates — 
could not continue supporting 
Amman and the PLO after the 
two had turned against them. 

“How can you justify a con- 
tinuing of aid to a country that 
turned its back on yon. There is 
no forgiveness for this. It is not a 
romance where lovers quarrel. 
The crime is too big to forgive,” 
be said. 

On the stand taken by PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, Mr. 
Beshara said: “Mr. Arafat took a 
I very reckless course of action and 


will have to bear the consequ- 
ences." 

The GCC states had long been 
the PLO’s main financial backers 
and also provided aid to Jordan. 
Mr. Beshara refused to disclose 
the amount of aid suspended. But 
in the past 12 years Saudi Arabia, 
the world’s largest oil exporter, 
granted the PLO alone close to SI 
billion. 

A Western diplomat said Mr. 
Besbara left the door open for aid 
r e ac hin g Palestinians living under 
Israeli occupation by saying that 
“Palestinians are not a country, 
they are a people.” 

The diplomat said Mr. Beshara 
gave “a frank analysis of how the 
GCC sees the post-Gulf war 
era... no longer hamstrung by the 
myth of Arab unity.” 

Mr. Beshara said finance 
ministers of the GCC and Syria 
and Egypt, the two other major 
Arab contributors to the U.S.-led 
multinational force which fought 
Iraq in the Golf war, would meet 
in mid-April to discuss future 

(Continued on page 4) 


Baghdad accuses rebels of 
rampage, murder, looting 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
Saturday accused Kurdish rebels 
of a rampage of murder and 
looting during their nine-day 
occupation of the northern oil 
dty of Kirkuk. 

A correspondent for the daily 
AI Jomnhouriya wrote that soon 
after the rebels entered the dty 
on March 19, “residents were 
rounded up and a search started 
for Baath Party members in order 
to execute them.” 

“Burning and looting of houses 
followed,” added the reporter, 
who said he had been in the city 
throughout the rebel occupation. 

“On the first day, Saddam 
Hospital was occupied by the 
mote, who arrested doctors and 
nurses,” the reporter wrote. 

He said some “escaped two 
days later to report that the mote 
had replaced them with a medical 
team to treat only the saboteurs.” 

“The p atients were neglected 
and left to suffer in the hospital 
corridors,” he wrote. 

He said that on March 20, the 
rebels attacked government 


bondings, killing guards who re- 
fused to surrender. 

“There were tens of bleeding 
bodies scattered after they were 
killed by the saboteurs’ bullets 
and executed in the streets.” 

The reporter said the rebels 
“IriDed anyone who came dose to 
the bodies to identify them.” 

He accused the rebels of burn- 
ing government buddings, police 
stations and schools. 

“AD official and dvfl docu- 
ments were burned or destroyed; 
as well as food and medicine,” he 
wrote. 

He said the dty was recaptnred 
at dawn on Thursday 4> when the 
Republican Guard entered Kir- 
kuk and thousands of saboteurs... 
fled." 

All Baghdad newspapers re- 
ported that the deputy comman- 
der in chief of Iraq’s armed 
forces, Izzat Ibrahim, had toured 
Kirkuk and sent a telegram to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
to report on what he found. 

Al Joumhouriya said the army 
had 'seized documents from the 


rebels revealing a plan to start 
unrest throughout the country on 
the fourth day of the coalition 
ground offensive aimed at 
poshing Iraq oat of Kuwait. 

It said the discovery “proves 
that the opposition was linked to 
the Western colonialists, and 
both aimed at dividing and parti- 
tioning Iraq.” 

The pohtical editor of the 
army's Al Qadissiyah newspaper 
wrote that the Kurdish leaders 
were “a playing card in the hands 
of the colonialists." 

He wrote that colonialists “ex- 
ploit them when they need them 
to create unrest and sedition in 
the north of Iraq, but they soon 
abandon them when political con- 
ditions change.” 

Kurdish rebels claimed Satur- 
day they were winning a fritter, 
see-saw battle for Kirkuk. 

A Damascus-based spokesman 
for the Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP), one of several rebel 
groups, said rebels again, held 
most of Kirkuk and were trying to 

( Conft n ned on page 4) 


King urges ‘big five’ to address the 


two dimensions of Mideast conflict 


AMMAN (J.T) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has called on the 
U.N. Security Council’s five 
member states to start working 
immediately to achieve peace be- 
tween Israel and the Palestinian 
people. 

In an interview with French 
television Channel Five the King 
said: 

“I believe we have an oppor- 
tunity to solve the problem, and I 
believe that the principles that 
had been upheld in this world 
also apply to the Palestinian 
problem and the Arab- Israeli 
problem — Palestinian-Israeli 
and Arab-Israeli — as rapidly as 
possible. How this works I do not 
know. I am not aware of any 
particular plan, but I believe we 
need very active and quiet di- 
plomacy to prepare the ground 
for a final resolution on the 
Palestinian-Israeli problem and 
we need an Arab-Israeli peace. 

“We need to have the Israelis 
and Palestinians talking and the 
Palestinians committing them- 


selves to what they accept, in 
terms of their rights and of their 
homeland and in terms of rela- 
tions between Jordan and Pales- 
tine.” 

On U.S. contribution to solv- 
ing the problem, the King said: 
“The question we have been 
asked if the Arabs accept Israel’s 
right to exist, on that we said time 
and again that this happened. 
The moment we accepted U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338. The question is what the 
shape of Israel on the ground and 
particularly in terms of Palesti- 
nian rights and Palestinian soil. 

“President Bush is obviously 
more capable of realising the 
problems within the region. He 
has been to the area and has been 
active in foreign policy for a long 
time. I think the opportunity is 
there and we must work for it. 
Peace is for t s benefit of the 
entire region. I it it is important 
in applying the principles equally 
on problems of similar nature.” 

The King said in reply to 


another question: “The Palesti- 
nian aspect has to be dealt with 
by the Palestinians themselves 
but we will facilitate this process 
to them if we are asked to do so.” 

“We should begin to work with 
the big five and some of the 
representatives to try to establish 
a Palestinian-Israeli dialogue and 
to educate all concerned in what 
peace really means for everybody 
to understand of all the sides 
concerned. So these are two para- 
llel lines which should eventually 
meet in an international confer- 
ence... to see Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 im- 
plemented with Security Council 
guarantees and blessings: that is 
the way.” 

“Peace would be the greatest 
achievement in my life mid Jor- 
dan will be committed to that 
objective.” he said. 

On the Gulf issue be said: 

“It is strange that to hear repe- 
atedly that Jordan supported Iraq 
and its leadership in this crisis. 
We were for peace, we were for 


the reversal of the action of the 
second of August, I mean the 
invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait, by peaceful means. We 
were against war. We were for 
peaceful solution and we have 
always been against occupation of 
territory by force or the annexa- 
tion anywhere in the wot Id.” 

Asked on prospects of change 
of leadership in Iraq, he said: “I 
do not like to discuss such issues 
as this is something for the people 
of Iraq." 

Scowcroft’s secret trip 

President George Bush's 
national security adviser, Brent 
Scowcroft, spent two days in the 
Middle East this week, the White 
House said Saturday, on a trip 
that was not announced at the 
time. 

The White House declined to 
provide details of the trip. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Prince Hassan visits south, 
urges indigenous solutions 


Iraqi 

envoy 

assails 

Arabs 

CAIRO (R) — Iraq's envoy to 
the first Arab League session in 
Cairo in 12 years Saturday lashed 
out at fellow Arab countries 
afterwards accusing them of not 
helping Baghdad repel foreign 
occupiers. 

Saad Kassem Al Hammoudi, 
speaking after a low-key league 
meeting aimed at patching up a 
split over Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait, also accused an unnamed 
neighbour and Israel of involve- 
ment in a Shiite Muslim and 
Kurdish rebellion in Iraq. 

"There is now a foreign 
occupation in Iraq," he told re- 
porter, referring to the presence 
of U.S. and other Western troops 
in about 15 per cent of southern 
Iraq. 

“Where are the Arab countries 
in implementing the Arab de- 
fence pact?” Mr. Hammoudi, 
head of the Arab desk at the Iraqi. 
Foreign Ministry, told reporters. 

Mr. Hammoudi said he partici- 
pated in the Cairo meeting be- 
cause Iraq was a full member in 
the league and was merely prac- 
ticing its rights. 

Delegates said he did not speak 
one word throughout the open 
and dosed sessions. Seated five 
seats away from Kuwait’s dele- 
gate, be took notes while cameras 
clicked away. 

The 1950 joint defence pact 
prohibits the use of force by 
member states against one 
another. If one state invades the 
other, the league council can 
decide on military action to force 
it out. 

“The Arab Defence Pact was 
not implemented except in one 
condition," Mr. Hammoudi said, 
referring to Egypt and Syria 
which sent thousands of troops to 
Saudi Arabia to help fight Iraq.” 

“We have neglected the pact in 
a lot of other cases... why should 
it be implemented in only one 
case? Why differentiate between 
Iraq and another country?” he 
asked. 

A league summit a week after 
Iraq's Aug. 2 seizure of Kuwait 
agreed to send Arab troops to the 
Gulf but by then U.S. troops 
were already heading for Saudi 
Arabia. 

“We prefer adhering to the 
Arab League Charter and the 
defence pact provided it is not 
used as a cover such as recalling 
foreign troops to show their 
strength against Arabs,” Mr. 
Hammoudi said. 

Mr. Hammoudi toki Egypt's 
national news agency MENA 
Iraq did not agree with a Gulf war 
ceasefire resolution being pre- 
pared in the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil because it “prejudices its 
rights.” 

He said Iraq would agree to 
destroy its weapons of mass des- 

(Continued on page 4) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, Saturday toured the 
govemorates of Karak, Maan and 
Tafilah in addition to other areas 
in the south of the country, 
adversely affected by the recent 
rains and floods that brought 
about widespread devastation. 

Prince Hassan called for step- 
ping up cooperation between the 
govemorates of Karak, Maan and 
Tafilah and stressed that such 
cooperation became a necessity 
in the aftermath of the devasta- 
tion brought about by the rains. 

The Regent affirmed that 
cooperation between the Jorda- 
nian people and institutions is the 
real guarantee and the ideal solu- 
tion to any crisis the Kingdom 
faces. 

Prince Hassan started bis tour 
by a visit to Wadi Musa, 22 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Thousands of 
Israeli Arabs staged peaceful ral- 
lies amid heavy police presence 
and Palestinians observed a 
general strike m the occupied 
territories Saturday in an annual 
“Land Day” protest. 

But for the first time in years, 
the traditional strike was called 
off in Israel, exposing sharp poli- 
tical differences among the coun- 
try’s 800,000 Arabs. 

- The main rally was in Sakhzrin, 
an Arab town in the Galilee. 
Police and participants said some 
250 police officers and an 
armoured personnel carrier 
watched over 5,000 to 6,000 de- 
monstrators who left quietly after 
a short assembly. 

In the Galilee town of Umra Al 


MOSCOW (AP) — Hardliners 
renewed their attacks Saturday 
on Boris Yeltsin, accusing the 
Russian leader of installing a 
“new dictatorship" and evading 
responsibility for the republic’s 
economic and social crisis. 

The criticism came in a report 
read by Vladimir Isakov, a depu- 
ty who broke ranks with Mr. 
Yeltsin in February, on the third 
day of a special session of the 
Russian Congress of People’s De- 
puties. 

The session had been sought by 
Mr. Yeltsin's opponents in a bid 
to win a motion of no confidence 
in the Russian leader. The hard- 
liners issued their report a day 
after Mr. Yeltsin had outlined his 
plan for solving Russia's prob- 
lems. 

Mr. Yeltsin called for a rapid 
transition to a market economy, 
cutting the budget, strong legal 
guarantees of human rights and 
removal of Communist Party 
organisations from the military, 
KGB and criminal justice system. 
He said all political parties should 


kilometres west of Maan. The 
Prince had a first hand review of 
the extent of the damages and 
efforts being exerted by the au- 
thorities to restore normal life. 

At Gharandai, in Tafilah gov- 
ern orate, the Regent was briefed 
by die mayor of the town on the 
diunages caused by rams and on 
efforts to bring normal life again 
to the town. 

Prince Hassan then visited 
Karak goveraorate where he in- 
spected the extent of damage to 
public and private property, par- 
ticularly to the agricultural sector 
in the regions of Ghor Al 
Haditha, Ghor Al Mazra’a and 
Ghor Al Safi. 

He also visited Al Safi dam 
site, which is currently under 
construction, to inspect the dam- 
ages caused there as well. 

At the site of the dam. Prince 


Fahom. dozens of helmeted riot 
police officers in full gear stood 
guard on a hilltop as some 200 
Communists with red arm bands 
marched below, singing: “With 
blood and fire we shall liberate 
Palestine.” 

Police said six Arabs were de- 
tained in northern Israel Saturday 
for national activities, and Arab 
reports said another eight activ- 
ists were detained Friday night as 
a preventive measure. 

In the southern desert bedouin 
villages, a small Communist rally 
concluded Land Day events. 

“The gatherings were the smal- 
lest I've ever seen and police 
were in their highest numbers. 
The Arabs were divided, and 
police came to show force,” said 
an experienced Arab journalist 


meet to agree on a unified reform 
plan. 

Earlier in Saturday's session, 
striking coal miners threatened to 
continue and widen their month- 
long strike. In a telegram read to 
the assembly, the miners blamed 
the parliament for not meeting 
their demands, which include the 
resignation of Soviet President 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

Mr. Isakov, who had supported 
demands for a no-confidence vote 
in Mr. Yeltsin, balanced his sharp 
criticism of the Russian leader 
with a suggestion that President 
Gorbachev resign. 

“I am not a supporter of the 
language of ultimatums, but 
perhaps Mikhail Gorbachev 
should really think about trans- 
ferring the wheel into someone 
else's hands,” said Mr. Isakov, 
the 41-year-old chairman of one 
of the Russian legislature’s two 
chambers. He suggested that Mr. 
Gorbachev, winner of the 1990 
Nobel Peace Prize, take a di- 
plomatic job. 

The comments by Mr. Isakov, 


Hassan said in an interview with 
the Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
that the Jordanian people en- 
joyed high morale, despite the 
difficulties through which they 
are passing as a result of consecu- 
tive crisis. 

This year's rains. Prince Has- 
san said, will yeild a good agri- 
cultural season and will help re- 
plenish the Kingdom’s water re- 
serves. 

He said statistics conducted by 
the concerned authorities have 
helped in identifying and asses- 
sing damages, which facilitated 
the process of finding suitable 
solutions and helped in defining 
the assistance needed by people 
affected by the floods. 

The Crown Prince concluded 
his tour in Karak by visiting Al 
Taybeb town, which sustained 
■heavy damages. 


who has covered many Land Day 
protests. 

The 1.7 Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip were barred from 
entering Israel, at least until Sun- 
day. The army kept the entire 
Gaza under curfew, confining 
some 750,000 Palestinians to their 
homes as of Friday. A spokesman 
reported some traffic closures in 
the West Bank, including the 
towns of Ramallah and Tul- 
karem. 

Saturday's strike, which shut 
commerce and transport, was cal- 
led by the Muslim fundamentalist 
Hamas movement. 

Many demonstrators burned 
tyres and displayed Palestinian 


who like Mr. Yeltsin quit the 
Communist Party last year, 
showed how the movement to 
dump Mr. Gorbachev is growing. 

Tens of thousands of people 
flooded Moscow streets Thursday 
in defiance of a ban on protests to 
demand that Mr. Gorbachev step 
down after six years as Soviet 
leader. 

Mr. Yeltsin and other radical 
non-communist reformers are 
spearheading the drive to remove 
Mr. Gorbachev, but Mr. Isakov’s 
speech indicated that even some 
of Mr. Yeltsin’s detractors want 
Mr. Gorbachev out. 

In his 20-minute speech to die 
1 ,000-member Russian Parlia- 
ment, Mr. Isakov did not explicit- 
ly renew the proposal for a no- 
confidence motion in Mr. Yelt- 
sin. but harshly criticised the Rus- 
sian leader. ^ 

“A new dictatorship irffitfgW 
way to speak of it is jjccjgjjta 
crime against the l|pg|^%d 
one's own coasdenc^^^^^^^. 

(Continued on mEBBB. 


Subdued rallies mark Land 
Day amid tight Israeli security 


(Con tinned on page 4) 

Yeltsin under hardliners fire 
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Kuwait to 
issue new 
ID cards, 
reregister 
population 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait plans to 
issue new identity cards to all 
residents and reregister its entire 
population to weed out illegal 
aliens and reduce the number of 
foreigners, according to cabinet 
officials and diplomats . 

Planning Minister Salman 
Abdul Razek Ai Mutawa said 
new cards would be issued to all 
who heid one on Aug. 1. the eve 
of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
including those who were abroad 
at the Time or fled during the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation. 

In a separate move, a census 
would probably be held before 
the end of this year, he said. 

"The population records are 
intact as of Aug. 1. 1990. when 
the total was 2.2 million of whom 
2S per cent were Kuwaitis." Mr. 
Murawa said. 

Iraq began to try to settle 
Kuwait, which it annexed as its 
19th province, and some officials 
fear there may stilt be people in 
the country who moved in during 
the occupation. 

Diplomats said the government 
probably intended to use the new 
registration as a lever to get rid of 
many foreign nationals, including 
Palestinians, the largest expatri- 
ate community' before the inva- 
sion with about 400,000 mem- 
bers. 

“1 don't believe the Kuwaitis 
are going to permit the same size 
of Palestinian community they 
had before," a senior Western 
diplomat said. 

“I don’t think they will go in for 
mass deportations, but there are 
ways a government can bring that 
about short of mass deportations, 
by controlling jobs and work per- 
mits.” 

Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Abdul Rahman Al Awadi 
said this month the government 
aimed to change the population 
balance so that 50 per cent were 
Kuwaitis. 

The diplomat said: “Kuwaitis 
usually say we are not going to be 
a minority in our country any 
more, it seems to me that's im- 
possible. Personally, i don’t think 
it’s realistic.” 

Mr. Mutawa said a new 
population policy would be deter- 
mined only later in the light of 
economic needs. 

“Who stays, who goes will be 
related to the sort of economic 
and business activities that are 
developed. In the case of govern- 
ment employment, it would de- 
pend on our income and our 
need.” 

The minister said he expected 
many employment contracts 
would be cancelled by invoking 
force majeurc because of the 
Iraqi invasion, workers would be 
given three months’ notice and 
severance benefits. 

Terms of employment would 
then be renegotiated, probably 
with reduced benefits in the light 
of chanced economic circumst- 
ances. with those staff still 
needed. 

Asked if employees made re- 
dundant in the shakcup would 
iosc their right of residence in 
Kuwait, he said: “Yes this is a 
labour camp. The same applies to 
Americans or Britons who live 
here ... obviously, the first 
casualties would be non- 
Kuwaitis.” 

But he said some foreigners 
might be able to find other jobs 
and remain resident. 

Yeltsin 

(Continued from page 1) 

Some delegates, gathered in 
the Grand Kremlin Palace, heck- 
led Mr. Isakov. His constituents 
said in a March 17 poll that he 
should be recalled for breaking 
with Mr. Yeltsin. 


Beirut government tells militias 
to disarm, relies on Syrian army 


By Peter Smerdon 
Reuter 

BEIRUT — The Lebanese gov- 
ernment is relying on the threat 
of Syrian military intervention to 
enforce its order that all militias 
must disarm by April 30. 

The deadline is bound to be 
ignored by some militias, who 
have carved out their fiefdoms 
during L6 years of civil war and 
see little reason to give up just 
because Beirut told them to. 

But behind Thursday's cabinet 
decision looms the military might 
of 40,000 Syrian troops in Leba- 
non. which the government says 
can be called on to support the 
30,000 strong Lebanese army in 
rooting out the militias. 

Which is why most militia lead- 
ers are keeping quiet about 
whether they will hand in their 
weapons and allow the army to 
spread government control over 
all Lebanon by next September. 

The Syrian military ended two 
years of political deadlock in 
Lebanon in hours last October 13 
when bombers and tanks drove 
rebel General Michel Aoun out 


of power in east Beirut. 

“Syrian involvement tipped the 
balance,” said a Western military 
attache. “Militia leaders saw 
what happened and think it could 
be their turn next unless they 
handle this carefully.” 

Diplomats and security sources 
agree the military issue is the 
government's thorniest problem 
in its Syrian-backed campaign to 
put a lasting end to civil war. 

It is likely to lead to short-term 
compromise, which can either be 
built on over time by the army to 
create real security, or will lead to 
more fighting in the name of 
peace. 

There was a him of willingness 
to paper over the cracks for now 
in the cabinet's decision to de- 
clare all militias disbanded re- 
troactively from last week. The 
fact chat they had not been dis- 
banded did not seem to be re- 
garded as a problem. 

Most militias, especially the 
pro-Syrian ones, will probably 
hand in heavy and medium 
weapons and declare they are 
disbanded. 

The cabinet, realising the 


enormity of the task it had set 
itself, made no mention of light 
weapons and thus left groups the 
option of resorting to their oldest 
tactic in hard times. 

A militiaman goes home, 
changes into civilian clothes, 
stashes his Kalashnikov assault 
rifle, ammunition and anti-tank 
rockets in the bedroom wardrobe 
and waits for trouble. 

This happened when militia- 
men disappeared off Beirut 
streets last December. Some gun- 
men and ammunition were pulled 
out of the capital with great fan- 
fare but thousands simply went 
home. 

It would take only a telephone 
call to bring them back. 

Other groups, such as the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollab, will argue they 
are not militias but resistance 
groups dedicated to driving 
Israeli troops from a “security 
zone” they hold in South Leba- 
non. 

A similar line is taken by lead- 
ers of the 10,000 Palestinian guer- 
rillas in Lebanon who say they 
need their weapons to protect 
their refugee camps and fight 


Israel for a Palestinian state. 

But Palestinian sources said 
their leaders feared the Syrian 
army might intervene in some 
refugee camps unless some 
weapons were handed over in a 
gesture of cooperation. 

The 10,000-strong Lebanese 
Forces (LF) also says it is a 
resistance movement opposed to 
any foreign military presence in 
Lebanon. The government says it 
agreed to disband. 

The 5,000-strong South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia, trained 
and paid by Israel to guard the 
“security zone” and protect its 
northern border, is certain to 
ignore the government's de- 
mands. 

The SLA says the Lebanese 
army has to prove it can bring 
order to the rest of the country 
before moving into the zone. 
Israel’s backing is bound to keep 
the SLA safe for a while. 

“I lived without the govern- 
ment for 15 years and the only 
protection I had for my family 
was my rifle,” said a former LF 
militiaman.'' “I still have it. Guns 
are a Lebanese passion.” 


: No pact so far on U.S. base 


BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain, tip- 
ped as a likely post-Gulf war 
location for a U.S. forward com- 
mand headquarters, says no new 
military pact has so far been 
agreed with Washington. 

An official source at the Fore- 
ign Ministry was quoted by the 
Gulf News Agency as saying on 
Friday night: “Bahrain’s relations 
with the United States are strong 
but no new security arrangements 
between them have been 
approved yet.” 

Bahrain, which has longstand- 
ing ties with Washington, was a 
member of the U.S.-led alliance 
which fought Iraq. 

“The security arrangements in 
the Gulf region after the libera- 
tion of Kuwait are still under 
discussion among regional 
states.” the unnamed official told 
the agency. 

“Any arrangements ... will be 
... (in) coordination and consulta- 
tion with friendly and sisterly 
states,” he added. 

The statement followed a 
warning from Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi of more vio- 
lence in the region if Bahrain 


allowed Washington to establish 
an advance military headquarters 
on its territory. 

“There will’ be no security in 
this region ... and the rulers who 
accepted it will regret this step. It 
will shatter Arab- American rela- 
tions and will create acts of vio- 
lence in the future against the 
foreign presence,” Qadhafi was 
reported as saying by Libya's 
JANA news agency. 

Reports from Washington have 
said the United States would re- 
tain an advance headquarters in 
the region once the bulk of its 
Gulf-based troops returned 
home. 

One U.S. official has said 
Bahrain was likely to be chosen 
as a central command headquar- 
ters because of U.S. ties with the 
country. 

The United States has main- 
tained a naval presence in the 
Gulf region for the past 40 years 

U.S, and other European 
navies have used Bahrain as a 
coordination base for their opera- 
tions to enforce United Nations 
economic and trade sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq 



Kuwaitis face more work if foreigners go 


By Greg Myre 
The Associated Press 

KUWAIT CITY — Blessed 
with oil. rich Kuwaitis pre- 
viously paid foreign workers to 
do their heavy lifting. Now, 
the post-war economy is a 
shambles, and the government 
wants to slash the number of 
foreigners to build a leaner, 
more self-reliant slate. 

But the plan ro get rid of 
about one million non- 
Kuwaitis faces major difficul- 
ties. The emirate does not 
appear to have the manpower, 
management skills ot work 
ethic to do the job alone. 

Oil revenues made Kuwaitis 
some of the wealthiest people 
in the world, and (reared a 
welfare state complete with 
comfortable government jobs 
and virtual armies of Asian 
cooks, gardeners and nannies. 

Before Iraq invaded last Au- 
gust, non-Kuwaitis accounted 
for a startling 73 per cent of 
the population and S6 per cent 
of the work force in the emi- 
rate, according to the govern- 
ment. 

In the private sector, 
Kuwaitis accounted for a tiny 
eight per cent of the workers, 
said Sulaiman AI Mutawa, the 
government’s acting planning 
minister. 

Americans and Britons su- 
pervised the oil fields, Palesti- 
nians managed businesses. 


taugbr in schools and held 
technical posts. Indians, Pakis- 
tanis and Filipinos provided 
the unskilled labour pool. 
Nomads without a nationality 
made up close to half Kuwait’s 
military. 

“The first government poli- 
cy to be reviewed is the 
population question,” said Mr. 
Mutawa. “The presence of 
certain groups of non- Kuwaitis 
is a burden that we will want to 
get rid of.” 

Before resigning March 19. 
the government said it wanted 
the 550,000 Kuwaitis to be- 
come a numerical majority, 
which would mean cutting the 
1.5 million non-citizens by ab- 
out a million. Hundreds of 
thousands left during Gulf war 
and probably will not be 
allowed to return. 

Many foreigners fear they 
will be driven out against their 
will. 

“I consider Kuwait my 
home,” said His ham Hadeed. 
a 40-year-old Jordanian en- 
gineer who came to the emi- 
rate in 1966. “But if I’m haras- 
sed or if the government 
doesn't want me, then I’ll go 
elsewhere — probably Au- 
stralia.” 

Those who most fear a gov- 
ernment crackdown are the 
Palestinians and the bedouin, 
two .groups particularly vulner- 
able because they lack a 
country, 

"We helped build this coun- 


try, but the Kuwaitis still dis- 
criminate against us.” said 
Aida Jaxrad, a 31-year-old 
Palestinian. “It's a slow death 
here, even if they don't kick us 
out.” 

Some Palestinians sympath- 
ised with Iraq as it attacked 
Israel and repeatedly called for 
a Palestinian homeland. 

There were about 350,000 
Palestinians in Kuwait before 
the Iraqi invasion, but their 
numbers are believed to have 
fallen to about 150,000. 

The bedouin are mostly peo- 
ple of nomadic origin who 
roamed the Gulf region for 
centuries but are now coming 
to cities in search of work. 

With little or no education, 
they were among the poorest 
people in Kuwait and gravi- 
tated to the military and police 
force in search of jobs that few 
Kuwaitis wanted. 

Despite their service, the 
government does not want to 
make them dozens and discri- 
minates against them. 

Hundreds of bedouin sol- 
diers. who spent up to seven 
months in prison in Iraq, were 
bused to an armed camp in 
Kuwait City where they were 
held for hours and their identi- 
ties closely checked before 
they were freed. 

“We have lived here all our 
lives and we love Kuwait," 
said Dekra Al Ahmad, who 
was waiting for a brother to 
return from captivity in Iraq. 


“We have suffered for this 
country, but still the govern- 
ment does not help us.” 

But Kuwaiti army Major 
Hussein Al Buis hi said some 
bedouin soldiers “collaborated 
with the Iraqis and did very 
shameful things, including kill- 
ing Kuwaitis.” 

The major said that bedouin 
made up around half of 
Kuwait's 20,000-strong army, 
but “in the future we will have 
fewer bedouin. The process 
will have to be more selec- 
tive.” 

But where will the Kuwaiti sol- 
diers. doctors, lawyers and 
teachers come from? 

“We have to train more 
Kuwaitis to do more jobs,” 
said Mr. Mutawa, the planning 
minister. “Certain crucial posi- 
tions have to be manned by 
Kuwaitis in the future.” 

Ms. Jarrad, the Palestinian, 
manages a computer firm own- 
ed by eight Kuwaitis. Her case 
is typical of foreigners who run 
businesses controlled by citizens 
who aren't full-time workers. 

The Commercial Bank of 
Kuwait, the country's second 
largest bank, has 1.300 em- 
ployees, but only 18 are 
Kuwaitis, according to Gener- 
al Manager Mohammad AJ 
Yahya. 

“It will be a problem finding 
staff," Mr. Yahya said. “Many 
top people left during the 
occupation and have already 
taken jobs elsewhere." 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. reconnaissance plane crashes 

RIYADH (AP) — A U.S. National Guard reconnaissance plane 
crashed into the Gulf Saturday but the two crewmen ejected and 
survived,, the U.S. central command said. The RF-4C was assigned 
to 152nd tactical reconnaissance group, Reno, Nevada, air national 
guard base, and was deployed as part of the U.S. -led allied forces. 
The two crew members were taken to a local hospital but the extent 
of their injuries has not yet been determined, the command said. A 
board of officers will investigate the accident, the co mman d said. 
The command would not say what type of mission the aircraft was 
on. However, since the temporary ceasefire in the Gulf war 
declared on Feb. 27, the United States has maintained reconnaiss- 
ance flights in the region, particularly to gather information on 
fighting m Iraq between government and rebel forces. U.S. jets last 
week shot down two Iraqi warplanes violating the allied ban on 
flights of Baghdad's fixed-wing aircraft. 

More bombs explode in Istanbul 

ISTANBUL (R) — Bombs exploded in Istanbul on Friday for the 
fourth night in a row, causing damage but no injuries, the 
semi-official Anatolian news agency reported on Saturday. There 
were no immediate claims of responsibility for the latest blasts 
which damaged the offices of the mdustriafgroup Sahin Holding 
and copper wire producer Rabak in central Gumussuyu district. A 
branch of the Yapi Kredi Bank was also hit. Four Istanbul banks 
were bombed Thursday night. The outlawed Kurdish Workers 
Party, whose seven-year rebellion in southeast Turkey has claimed 
more than 3,000 lives, said it was responsible. On Wednesday, an 
empty commuter helicopter was set on fire and the leftist Dev-Sol 
group (Revolutionary Left) said it carried out the attack. Bombs 
damaged the offices of the Shell oil company in Istanbul Tuesday 
and a branch of die U.S.-owned Citibank m the Aegean port city of 
Izmir . Dev-Sol has claimed responsibility for more than 20 bomb 
attacks against Western targets in Turkey in protest at the U.S.-led 
Gulf war. Dev-Sol said it killed American businessman John 
Gandy in Istanbul on March 22 and U-S. Customs expert Bobbie 
Mozelle in Adana Feb. 7. 

Kuwait urges Iraq to release all Kuwaitis 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Friday urged Iraq to release all Kuwaitis 
it still holds captive and said efforts were underway to ensure their 
speedy return tome. The call came in a statement by Under- 
secretary of Justice Abdul Aziz Al Dukhail, who chairs the 
Kuwaiti Human Rights Committee. KUNA, the official Kuwaiti 
News Agency, quoted Mr- Dukhail as saying; “There are a number 
of prisoners still held in detention by the Iraqi authorities. Those 
who have been released so far do not comply with the full list of 
names presented by the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
Several speedy measures have been taken to find out the number of 
prisoners and detainees still held by the Iraqi authorities to ensure 
their quick release and repatriation.” All 5,040 Kuwaiti captives 
registered by Iraqi authorities have been released, with the last 
batch flying home Thursday. Kuwaiti representatives at a meeting 
in Riyadh between Iraqi and allied military commanders submitted 
a list of names totalling 11,700, including those already released. 
Iraq agreed to investigate all the other cases. 

UNESCO appeals for tolerance in Iraq 

PARIS (R) — UNESCO chief Federico Mayor appealed Friday for 
tolerance to prevail in Iraq, where the government is fighting- 
rebels. The fighting was plunging Iraqis “into an ever deeper abyss 
of suffering and misery,” said Mr. Mayor, director-general of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESGCt), cannot remain silent , at the murderous conflicts; in 

Iraq.-i. between communities whose cultural identities constitute 
part- of bur heritage,” he srnd in a statement. “Conscious that 
human life in its diverse cultural 'tod linguistic expressions is the 
most important form of heritage UNESCO is charged with 
safeguarding, I appeal for peace and tolerance to prevail over 
fratricidal strife.” 


Retiring war spokesman goes for money 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The U.S. Defence Department bid 
farewell Friday to a three-star general who became a Gulf war 
celebrity with his daily televised briefings. Lieutenant-General 
Thomas Kelly, 58, is cashing in his stars for a lucrative public 
speaking career. At a retirement ceremony in the Pentagon's Hall 
of Heroes, Defence Secretary Dick Cheney and General Colin 
Powell, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, paid tribute to Gen. 
Kelly and chided him a little about his new career. “We weren't 
sure that he's able to fit us in,” Gen. Powell said. Gen. Kelly, who 
earned $7 ,486.80 a month as director of operations for the Joint 
Chiefs, has been booked for at least 50 speeches over the next few 
months at a reported $20,000 apiece. 

Hundreds of Iraqis escape into Turkey 

HAKKARI, Turkey (AP) — More than 300 Iraqis crossed into 
Turkey in an apparent attempt to escape intense fighting in their 
country, the semi-official Anatolian news agency reported. Gov- 
ernment officials in this southeastern city said 343 Iraqis crossed 
into Turkey from Deredk village era the Iraqi border, Anatolia 
said. It was not clear when the Iraqis made the crossing into this 
country. However, such official announcements usually come 
within 24 hours after the incident. Turkey borders Kurdish- 
dominated northern Iraq, where rebels have been fighting Iraqi 
government troops since the Gulf war ended. More than 4,000 
Iraqi civilians and soldiers escaped to Turkey during the war. 

Italian minesweepers transit Suez 

PORT SAID (AP) — Three Italian minesweepers and a support 
ship steamed through the Suez Canal Saturday en route to the Gulf 
to help clear its waters of explosives. Canal officials identified the 
vessels as the minesweepers Mllazzo, Sapri and Vieste and the 
auxiliary ship Tremiti. They entered the waterway from its 
Mediterranean Sea end at Port Said, where they had arrived on 
Friday. The canal links the Mediterranean with the Red Sea. The 
ships will join mine control vessels from several nations, including 
the United States, Britain and France, engaged in clearance 
operations. West German, Dutch and Belgian minesweepers also 
bound for the Gulf transited the Suez Canal this month. At least 
1,000 mines allegedly planted by Iraq remain in the Gulf and 
Western military sources estimated that clearance would take at 
least six months to complete. 
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American 
soldiers 
attacked in 
AI Jubail 

RIYADH (Agencies) — Three 
marines were shot and wounded 
by a q Arab civilian as his sedan 
passed their vehicle on a highway 
near the port of Al Jubailn in 
eastern Saudi Arabia, the U.S. 
command said Friday. 

It was the second reported 
shooting of U.S. servicemen in 
Saadi Arabia since American 
troops were deployed here fol- 
lowing the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

In a separate incident, a U.S. 
sailor collapsed and died on the 
pier as he returned to the USS 
Juneau in Port Rashid, Dubai, 
Thursday night after an evening 
out with friends, the command 
said. 

The U.S. command said the 
marines were travelling to their 
living quarters in a Humvee when 
the lone Arab opened fire at 
about 20:20 p.m. (1920 GMT) on 
Thursday. Two other marines in 
the vehicle were uninjured. 

The injured marines were 
taken to a nearby military medic- 
al facility for treatment, the com- 
mand said. One was released and 
the two others were transferred 
to a military hospital where they 
were reported in good condition 
Friday. 

Saudi and American officials 
are investigating the incident, the 
command said. 

On Feb. 3, unknown assailants 
fired a 9-nun pistol at a bus taking 
three American servicemen to 
work in the western port of Jed- 
dah. The three Americans, a 
Saudi guard and the Egyptian 
driver were injured by frying 
glass. 

The Saudi government later 
announced several arrests but 
there has been no further in- 
formation on the case. 

In the Dubai incident, the 
Juneau’s medical staff and doc- 
tors' at Port Rashid hospital tried 
unsuccessfully to revive the 
sailor, whose name was withheld 
pending notification of next of 
kin. 

The Juneau, whose home port 
is San Diego, California, is part 
of the U.S. navy flotilla of about 
70 ships deployed in the Gulf 
region. 

Al Juba^ on the eastern coast, 
“is the location of important Saudi 
navy and air bases as well as a 
commercial port and industrial 
complex. 


‘Gulf war 
blackened 
Kashmir snow 

SRINAGAR (R) — Skiers say 
black, oily snow has fallen on the 
Himalayan slopes in Kashmir and 
Indian officials said the chief en- 
vironmental suspect was fall-out 
from blazing oil wells in Kuwait. 

Swiss adventure tourists, taken 
by helicopter to remote slopes 
northeast of Kashmir’s summer 
capital Srinagar, said their 
skis became stuck in a blade 
mixture of oil, soot and snow. 

“They dug out some snow in 
different areas and found a layer 
almost two inches deep of this 
dark and oily snow,” tour orga- 
niser Sylvain Saudan said. 

Mohammad Ashraf, the state 
government’s tourism chief, said 
he suspected the fall-out from oil 
wells in Kuwait set ablaze in the 
Gulf war must have drifted east 
into the atmosphere above the 
mountains, some 5,000 metres 
above sea level. 

“The phenomenon seems 
worth investigating by various en- 
vironmental agencies,” he said. 

Mr . Ashraf has done bis best to 
woo heli-slders and other ‘"adven- 
ture tourists" to Kashmir since a 
revolt drove away less intrepid 
foreigners whose visits fuelled the 
stale’s economy. 

About 70 he li -skiers and 300 
other skiers had come to Kashmir 
tins winter, from countries in-’ 
ceding France, Germany, Bri- 
tain, Sweden, Australia and New 
Zealand, he said. 
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Institute offers ‘framework’ 
for Middle East peace process 


By Norma Holmes 
United States Information 
Agency 

WASHINGTON — The Arab 
American Institute (AAI) has 
proposed a “framework" for a 
Middle East peace settl emen t, 
which is said to have been derived 
from principles for a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement set forth by 
President Bosh in his March 6 
address to Congress. 

The proposal, contained in an 
AAI working paper, was re- 
vealed March 27 by Hisham Shar- 
abi, the chairman of the Center 
for Policy Analysis on Palestine 
(CPAP), daring a March 27 
CPAP-sponsored symposium 
“The Palestinians After the Gulf 
War. The Critical Questions." 

Arab American Institute 
Director James Zogby, in a Un- 
ited States Information Agency 
CUSIA) interview March 28, said 
the AAI working paper, “The 
Strategic Peace Initiative Pack- 
age: A New Approach," was 
submitted for consideration to 
the U.S. and key Arab govern- 
ments some three months ago. 

Mr. Sharabi said tbat the “re- 
sohnxra of the Palestinian prob- 
lem is the key to stability and 
peace in the Middle East." He 
said President Bush’s planned 
trip to the Middle East “attests to 
the administration’s seriousness 
in addressing the central problem 
of the region." 

The AAI proposal, Sharabi 
said, calls for an exchange of 
territory for peace, international 
guarantees for both Palestinian 
and Israeli security and recogni- 
tion of their national rights. 

The proposed framework calls 
for a series of bilateral steps 
leading to Palestinian-IsraeU 
negotiations to determine final 
status issues; international secur- 
ity guarantees for both Israelis 
and Palestinians; political inde- 
pendence for Palestinians, and 
Arab states’ recognition of Israel. 

Mr. Sharabi said the plan also 
calls for: 

— A "commitment up front" 
by the United Stales, the Arab 
states and the U.N. Security 
Council to Israel’s withdrawal 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza, to be followed by . 
international seam ty 'guarantees, ' 
economic arid defenceassistaiice, j 
and funds for "economic develop- 1 
ment for Israel. 


— Arab states acceptance of 
Israel’s permanence and legitima- 
cy as a state in the Middle East, 
following Israel's acceptance of 
withdrawal. 

— U.N. Security force over- 
sight over the election of a 
Palestinian national assembly, 
which would constitute the 
Palestinian interim government. 

Under the proposal, the status 
of Jewish settlements and final 
borders would remain unchanged 
until resolved in final status nego- 
tiations between the Palestinians 
and the government of Israel. 

Within six months, the Arab 
states would end their ec o nomic 
embargo of Israel, and at the end 
of one year, they would enter into 
negotiations with the government 
of Israel on regional issues, in- 
cluding water resources and arms 
control. 

Under the proposal, at the end 
of three years, the U.N. Security 
Council would convene an all- 
party co nf e r ence to resolve " final 
status questions" through a series 
of direct bilateral negotiations 
between the Palestinian govern- 
ment and Israel, Syria and Israel, 
Lebanon and Israel, and Jordan 
and Israel. 

Upon completion of 
PaJestinian-IsracG negotiations, 
Arab states would agree to offer 
Israel formal diplomatic recogni- 
tion, according to the proposal. 
Simultaneously, the conference 
would give formal recognition to 
the state of Palestine and admit it 
as a member of the United Na- 
tions. 

"Anything else would fail the 
twin tests of fairness and secur- 
ity," which President Bush has set 
forth, Mr. Sharabi said. 

Mr. Sharabi was one of a panel 
of internationally known journal- 
ists and scholars participating in 
the symposium. Other panelists 
were Samib Fanoun, chairman of 
the Department of Sociology at 
the American University and edi- 
tor of "Arab Studies Quarterly,” 
Mohammad Hallaj, director of 
the Palestine Research and Educa- 
tional Center and editor of 
“Palestine Perspectives" maga- 
zine; Rami Khouri, a Palestmian- 
Jordanian journalist based in 
Amman; and Hanan Ashrawi. 
professor of English at Bir Zcdt 
, University on the .West Bank. . 

Ms. . Ashrawi* one , of nine 
j P&testimanswith whom Secretary^ 
‘ of' State James Baker conferred ■ 
on his recent trip to the Middle 


East, said genuine peace in the 
region requires "one crudal ele- 
ment: Palestinian national rights 
and Palestinian right to self- 
determination are issues that 
have to be addressed, have to be 
implemented.” 

She said the government of 
Israel continues to be paralysed 
by a lack of political co ns e n sus. 
"Israeli political reality is so frag- 
me nred. No real majority for any 
political position exists. There is 
no single majority in any of the 
political' proposals." 

Recent polls, she said, show 
that 49 per cent of Israelis favour 
the principle of land-f or- peace, 
while another 49 per cent oppose 
it. "Left to its own devices. Israel 
is not capable of moving. Israel 
has to be made to understand that 
it must comply with the will of the 
international community," she 
stressed. 

Mr. Hallaj said U-S. policy 
upholds the principle that Palesti- 
nians have legitimate political 
rights, and the United States does 
not accept Israel’s claims of 
sovereignty over the Arab terri- 
tories it occupied in 1967, includ- 
ing East Jerusalem. He pointed 
out, however, that "statements of 
policy are continually contra- 
dicted by operational policy, with 
the result that neither Israel nor 
die Arabs have mudi cause to 
take U.S. policy seriously..." 

“Working for peace in the Mid- 
dle East not require reinventing the 
wheel, only making sure that the 
carriage is not derailed," Mr. Hal- 
laj stressed. “Israel must not be 
permitted to veto peace in the 
Middle East. The U.S. does no one 
— itself and Israel included — a 
favour by encouraging Israel's delu- 
sions that it can veto peace in the 
Middle East forever." 

Mr. Rami Khouri stressed the a 
need to recognise the right ot ’ 
Palestinians to choose their own 
leadership, and that the Palesti- 
nians maintain that the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) is 
their representative. 

“Do I, as a Palestinian, have 
the same rights as Shimon 
Peres?" Mr. Khouri asked. “By 
any standard of international law, 
political morality or h uman de- 
cency,” he' said, Palestinians have 
those rights. "But.unnTihe par- 
all agree on that, there is not 
going to be an end to the peace 
process." 


U.S. decrees Americans can again 
travel to Jordan, but with caution 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
States seems to have relaxed res- 
trictions imposed on American 
citizens travelling to Jordan and, 
according to diplomatic sources 
here, U.S. embassy staff and 
dependents are on their way back 
to Amman . 

According to a U.S. embassy 
statement, tire State Department 
in Washington has issued an 
advisory note to all U.S. citizens 
concerning travel to the Kingdom 
noting that the unproved climate 
has permitted the return to the 
Jordanian capital of non-essentiaJ 
U.S. government personnel and 
dependents. 

“In the coming week, some of 
the U.S. embassy staff and their 
dependents will be re turning to 
Amman,” said an official who 
declined to give details. 

Sources here said that by June 


an of the U.S. embassy staff, 
together with their dependents, 
win have returned to Jordan. 

However, the statement said 
that "the situation remains fluid 
and can change without notice." 

"U.S. citizens who travel to 
Jordan are therefore advised to 
exercise caution and are encour- 
aged to contact the embassy to 
register their presence and re- 
ceive an update on the current 
situation," the statement said. 

The statement, issued on' 
March 29, said: “the State De- 
partment advises U.S. dozens 
considering travel to Jordan that, 
although diminis hed, the poten- 
tial for incidents of violence 
against U.S. citizens or property 
still exists." 

The statement, a copy of which 
was sent to the Jordan Times 
under the heading of "Jordan — 


Warning,” replaces the previous 
travel advisory, dated Feb. 3 
1991, which noted that “the out- 
break of hostilities in the Gulf 
region had increased tensions in 
the area and resulted in a height- 
ened risk to Americans.'' 

The Feb. statement advised aD 
private U.S. dtizens to defer all 
travel to Jordan and ordered all 
non-essential personnel and de- 
pendents to leave the country. It 
also said: “Embassy operations 
are sharply curtailed and normal 
consular operations suspended.” 

The State Department issued 
other advisory notes to Amer- 
icans visiting Yemen, under the 
title “Yemen — Caution." A 
U.S. embassy offidal said it was 
to be taken that Yemen was a less 
risky place than Jordan to travel 
to for the time being. 


Churches send aid to 
Iraq through MECC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Churches in 
Germany, Sweden and Denmark 
have collected food and medical 
supplies which were Saturday dis- 
patched to Iraq through the 
Amman-based Regional Office of 
the -Middle East Council of Chur- 
ches (MECC), according to a 
council statement here. 

■ The statement was issued by 
Fuad Farraj , head of a committee 
set up by MECC to take charge of 
the process of sending relief sup- 
plies to Iraq to help the victims of 
the Gulf war. 

A total of eight trucks laden 
with 22 tonnes of children milk 


and 11 tonnes of various food 
supplies, along with two trucks 
carrying mineral water and IQS 
tonnes of food and medical sup- 
plies, were sent in a convoy from 
Amman to Baghdad early Satur- 
day, Mr. Farraj said in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra. 

“The MECC, which has been 
providing continuous help to the 
Iraqi people, in cooperation with 
various churches mid religious 
groups around the world,- is also 
extending a helping hand to re- 
turnees from Kuwait and Iraq," 1 


Mr. Farraj said. 

He said that to date, the 
MECC had provided JD 200,000 
in cash to Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian expatriates, most of whom 
returned penniless from the Gulf 
zone. 

According to Mr. Farraj, the 
MECC is now turning its atten- 
tion to an .integrated project to 
help the expatriates become self- 
supporting. He said that such a 
project is to be carried out in 
cooperation with the concerned 
government departments in Jor- 
dan. 


Arabs 


(Continued from page 1) 

-will be difficult to tackle without 
V being honest with oneself and 
frank with each 'other." 

Kuwait’s ambassador to the 
league, Abdul Mohsen A1 
Gei’an, who took over from the 
Qatari as chairman of the Arab 
League Council for the next sot 
months, urged a new Arab sys- 


tem based on mutual trust and 
called for changes In the league 
charter. 

But Mr. Abdul Megnid said the 
Arabs should look for a better 
future in which security should be 
based on a 1950 joint defence 
pact and the principle of settling 
conflicts peacefully. 





Japanese Buddhist on peace 
mission heads for Jerusalem 


to settle the Arab-Israeti conflict 
and satisfy Palestinian demands 
for a homeland. 

Mr. Abdul Megmd said an in- 


ternational Middle East peace 
conference remained the best 
forum for such a settlement. 

The league was moved to Tunis 
in 1979 in protest at Egypt’s 
treaty with Israel. 

But Arab foreign ministers 
agreed last year to return its 
headquarters to Cairo and the 
cream exterior and decorative 
Islamic tides of die headquarters 
bunding there have since beat 
given a facelift 


By Caroline Faraj 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Junsei Teresa wa, a 
Japanese Budhist who Friday set 
off on a peace mission from Am- 
man to Jerusalem, is Sunday join- 
ing a Gulf peace team camp for a 
walk from Jericho to the holy 
city. 

"Sunday, march 31, is Easter 
Sunday in the calendar, and this 
is the day the peace group and I 
have chosen to draw attention to 
the plight of this region and the 
injustice done to it as a result of 
launching the Gulf war on Iraq,” 
Terasawa said in a statement to 
the Jordan Times at the start of 
his walk towards the King Hus- 
sein bridge across the River Jor- 
dan. 

*T have prayed for peace to be 
restored to the region, and called 
for the Palestinians to regain their 
homeland, and for an end to 
bloodshed, said Terasawa. 

“The peace group who I am 
joining in Jericho on Sunday 
•chose Easter Sunday for the 
peace walk as the day symbolises 
peace and since it- is the first 
western feast celebrated after the 
Gulf war,” the peace activist said. 

“Walks like these and the pre- 


sent opportune climate should 
prompt the world community to 
work seriously for peace, not only 
in the Gulf, but also in Palestine 
where the Palestinians need their 
rights, and for justice in other 
parts of the world," 

“Indeed, the Gulf crisis has 
been proved to be linked to the 
Palestine question, and as peace 
activists, we feel that it is our duty 
to direct the world community's 
attention to the need for peace in 
Palestine,” Terasawa said. 

Terasawa said tbat while in 
Baghdad, between Dec. 1 and 7, 
he staged a sit-in in front of the 

American embassy and the 
monument of the unknown sol- 
dier in Baghdad, and prayed for 
peace. Later, he said, he* joined 
the Gulf peace group and re- 
mained with the group members 
near the border with Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Following the Golf war, Tera- 
sawa said, he participated in a 
campaign, along with 14 other 
Japanese citizens, to raise dona- 
tions arid collect in-kind contribu- 
tions, like medicines aqd 'chil- 
dren’s milk, which were sent to 
Iraq through the Iraqi National 
Red Crescent Society. 


Four die in police, 
smugglers shootout 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two police 
officers and two smugglers were 
killed early Saturday in an ex- 
change of fire near the Iraqi 
border, east of the border post of 
Ruweished, during an attempt by 
smugglers to infiltrate into Jorda- 
nian territory. 

A statement by the Public 
Security Department (PSD) said 
that the incident occurred at four 
in the morning while a badia and 
border police patrol unit was on 
duty along the common bordeT 
with Iraq. 

“A group of smugglers who 
were spotted trying to infiltrate 
into Jordan from Iraq exchanged 
fire with the patrol unit resulting 
in the death of the unit's com- 
mander Major Atallah A1 Jazi. 
from Husseinieh near Zarqa. and 
police officer Havel Awwad, 
from Madaba, as well as of two of 
the smugglers," the PSD spokes- 
man said in his statement which 
did not identify the dead smug- 
glers. 


The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, quoted the spokesman as 
saying that three of the patrol 
unit, who were not identified, 
were rushed by helicopter to Al 
Hussein Medical City for treat- 
ment. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times, the hospital declined to 
give any information about the 
condition of the unit members 
wounded in the exchange. 

According to Petra, several 
smugglers were captured during 
the exchange of fire which occur- 
red at Al Maizalieh. described as 
a desert town known as u centre 
for smuggling arms and drugs in 
and out of Jordan. 

The incident was the first of its 
kind reported by the PSD since 
July last year when an army 
patrol shot dead four armed men 
who were trying to infiltrate into 
Jordanian territory from Syria. 

The infiltrators were spotted by 
Jordanian security forces. They 
ordered the smugglers to stop. 


but when they failed to obey the 
security forces opened fire killing 
them instantly. 

Over the past four years the 
PSD acquired several specially 
equipped helicopters to help 
monitor border regions and help 
curtail drug smuggling opera- 
tions, and stricter measures are 
continually being introduced to 
foil drug- trafficking operations. 

The PSD spokesman did not 
disclose the nature of the mer- 
chandise the smugglers were 
trying to bring into the country, 
but PSD officials said that the 
past years witnessed an increase 
in the number of drug trafficking 
coses across Jordan's borders 
with its three Arab neighbours. 

The director of .the PSD’s Anti- 
Narcotics Bureau in Zaza says 
that Jordon is neither a drug 
producer nor u drug consumer 
country, but its territory is being 
used by drug traffickers and 
smugglers heading towards other 
destinations. 


Parley issues recommendations 
on voluntary, charitable activities 


Water 
distribution 
programme 
in vigour 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation has no 
plans for scrapping the present 
water distribution programme for 
the coming summer, but will 
make sure that water distribution 
will be fair to all regions of the 
Kingdom, according to Minister 
of Water and Irrigation Saad 
Hayel Serour. 

The ministry usually applies 
the water distribution programme 
during the dry season, but since 
last summer, a two-day- a- wee k 
water supply programme has 
been in force. The programme 
will be announced in the local 
press in the coming few days, the 
minister said in a statement to Al 
Ra’i and the Jordan Times. 

Referring to the amount of 
water collected in dam reservoirs 
over the past winter season, the 
minister said that King Talal 
dam. which has a total capacity of 
80 million cubic metres of water, 
has collected 27 million, while the 
other three mam dams: Shueib, 
Kafrein and Sbarhabil together 
5.5 mini on cubic metres. ‘These 
amounts are obviously insuffi- 
cient to meet all the needs of the 
agricultural sector,” the minister 
commented. 

The minister said that several 
dams would be built in the com- 
ing years to collect flood water 
for irrigation purposes in the dry 
season. 

Referring to the recent rains, 
he said that even though the 
water was a blessing for Jordan, 
the storm caused severe damage 
to the agricultural projects, main- 
ly those at Bani Hmmad, Al 
Hassa and Khans, in southern 
Jordan. Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation teams are now at work, 
along with other departments, to 
restore normal life to the formers 
and rural communities. 

Due to lack of sufficient water 
resources, the minster said, it has 
been derid e d to prevent any ex- 
pansion of agricultural activity in 
the Jordan Valley. He said that 
formers are now bring encour- 
jaged to grow cereals more than 
any other crops in the Jordan 
Valley and other areas due to the 
heavy demand on this commodi- 
ty. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A round- 
table conference, which ended in 
Amman last week, Saturday re- 
leased a set of recommer iations 
aimed at promoting the work of 
voluntary organisations within 
the Jordanian community. 

A total of 70 participants, rep- 
resenting various private and 
public organisations involved in 
charitable and voluntary activities 
in Jordan, took part in the three- 
dav round-table conference 
which was chaired by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, chair- 
persn of the Board of Trustees of 
the Queen Alia Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF). 

A statement summing up the 
recommendations said that the 
participants had called for the 
introduction of a well-planned 
training programme for those in- 
volved in voluntary work, and 
urged the ; .government . to give 
support- for such programme- by 
providing the required facilities 
and" equipment. 

The participants urged the gov- 
ernment to help carry out volun- 
tary services aimed at raising the 
standard of living in the rural 


regions, and to help implement 
medium and small-size enter- 
prises for the rural communities. 

The recommendations called 
on the government to help con- 
duct a comprehensive survey of 
all the transitional crafts in Jor- 
dan for the sake of identifying 
their types and seize and pave the 
ground for an integrated plan for 
their development and marketing 
of the products. 

According to the statement, 
the participants urged QAF to 
offer its various centres in Jordan 
as a training ground for members 
of voluntary and charitable orga- 
nisations. 

The statement said that the 
conference was held in the course 
of implementing a U.N.- 
spoosored and financed project 
designed to promote the work of 
voluntary services in the King- 
dom.. 

• A total of five working papers ; 
were reviewed at the meeting ; 
which were attended by repre- * 
sentatives of the ministry’ of plan- 
ning and social development 
along with various organ sations, 
including the General Union of 


Voluntary Societies (GUVS). the 
Vocational Training Corporation 
(VTC). QAF and the United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP), which is sponsoring 
the project. 

A study submitted by the Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) on the low standard 
of living in Jordan was reviewed 
by the participants, the statement 
added. 

Princess Busma, who opened 
the meetings Tuesday, voiced 
appreciation to UNDP for its 
support of the country's volun- 
tary sector. The Princess also 
thanked UNICEF for the social 
survey it had conducted, focusing 
attention on those living below 
the poverty line as a direct result 
of the Gulf crisis. 

UNDP Resident Representa- 
tive Ali Attiqa told the meeting 
that die project for the voluntary 
secto? was "immensely important 
as it ideals directly with the most 
pressing problems in the country, 
under the present difficult cir- 
cumstances, and with the rising 
levels of poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 
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15th Land Day 

TODAY marks the 15th anniversary of die martyrdom of 
six Arabs who were lulled by Israeli troops while protesting 
the confiscation of their land in Galilee in 1976. March 30 
has since become Land Day, the symbol of P alestinian 
struggle to keep their homes and land in Palestine and the 
Arab territories occupied since 1967. 

At a time when almost every shade of Israeli public 
opinion campaigns and strives to bring more Jews into 
Palestine, Palestinians are at one in resisting Israeli schemes 
and designs which are aimed at evicting them from their 
ancestral homeland. 

While Israeli officials contend that Palestinian Arabs 
inside the Green Line have recently moved to show a greater 
willingness to integrate into the Israeli community as a 
whole in the aftermath of the Gulf crisis, Palestinian leaders 
maintain that their people still suffer from the same 
problems that led them to revolt on that day, March 30. of 
1976. In Friday’s Jerusalem Post newspaper, those leaders 
were quoted as saying that continued harsh treatment by the 
Israeli government had relegated them to the role of second 
class citizens. Arab councils within the Green Line continue 
to receive budgets that are, in some cases, only a quarter of 
the size allocated to similar sized Jewish local authorities. 
Similarly, the bitter old dispute over land ownership has not 
abated, as Israel was still taking their land either directly or 
by placing it under the jurisdiction of Jewish regional 
councils. 

But it is not inside Israel proper that the Arabs feel 
outrage at being dispossessed of land mid rights that had 
been in their families for generations. Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza continue to be subjected to collective 
pu n is hm ent and a brutal occupation and all forms of 
political oppression and economic deprivation. 

It is not difficult to see the connection between more 
Jewish immigration into Palestine and Palestinian emigra- 
tion or expulsion and deportation from their homeland. 
What is more difficult to see and understand, however, is 
the way the Israelis have come to understand their state and 
its mission. Some of them, on the one hand, detect the 
morass of anti-Palestinian chauvinism Into which Israel has 
been sinking bat want their people and government to 
struggle out of it in order to encourage more Jews to 
immigrate. While on the other hand, there are the other, 
ail-too-well-known groups who would actually boast of 
naked chauvinism if it only led to expelling all Palestinians 
from their homes and land. 

It should not take too much imagination to see the 
contrast, but what is really important is for the Palestinians 
themselves to continue to remember that they are the object 
here. Only their steadfastness can foil the enemy design and 
prevent Israel from gobbling up the rest of the land. 

Steadfast Palestinians deserve from us not only sympathy 
and encouragement and verbal support. It is the duty of 
every Arab and peace-loving nations in the world to help 
this people, in deeds rather than words, to free itself from 
the yoke of occupation and to attain its legitimate national 
rights that have been denied for so long. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Saturday gave due prominence to His 
Majesty King Hussein's visit to France and bis talks with 
President Mitterrand over the Gulf issue and the Middle East 
question with particular stress to the King’s statement in which he 
described the talks as most successfully to date. The King has 
urged France to seize the opportune climate and act immediately 
to find a lasting settlement to the Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
Palestine problem, and emphasised the French role in the 
peace-making process, the paper noted. The King’s talks with the 
French president represent only one more link in Jordan’s 
continued endeavour to see the international legitimacy im- 
plemented and Security Council resolutions on Palestine carried 
out. the paper added, indeed, the present opportunity should be 
seized: and the French role should be stimulated so that the 
Palestinian people can regain their right and the Middle East once 
again enjoy peace and stability, it has to be said that the Israelis 
arc striving now to waste the present chance of making peace in 
the area by offering impractical ideas and plans designed only to 
stall the implementation of the Security Council resolutions, the 
paper warned. The only guarantee to ensure the aspired peace, 
the paper said, is through the implementation of U.N. resolutions 
with firmness, and the application of the international legitimacy 
with regard to the Middle East question. The paper said that 
Jordan which has been striving to establish peace based on justice, 
remains on essential party to the peace-making process. 

A columnist in AI Dustour daily voices strong criticism of the 
Arab League which is meeting March 3Q in Cairo to discuss Arab 
affairs, because he says, the agenda is void of essential topics 
related to the Gulf question. Taber AI lldwan says that the agenda 
ought to have included the consequences of the aggression on 
Iraq, and the U.S.-sponsored draft resolution to be submitted to 
the Security Council shortly. The writer says that the Arab 
League has so far failed to send a team to Iraq in order to report 
on the disaster that befell that country, and has done nothing 
vis-a-vis the U.S. draft resolution which is humiliating not only to 
Iraq but rather to the whole Arab World. Should the United 
States succeed in imposing its humiliating conditions on Iraq, the 
Arab League can by no means succeed in healing the rifts in the 
Arab World, and’ if anything, this Arab League could be 
transformed into a tool in the bands of Washington, exactly the 
same as the Organisation of American States (OAS), malting the 
United States a policeman guarding American interests in this 
region, the writer warns. He says that the Arab League charter is 
no more eligible to help Arab states deal with problems plaguing 
the Arab 'World, and its various institutions require a lot of 
arduous work if the Arab countries are really determined to 
launch joint Arab action that would safeguard the nation’s 
interest. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Time to write off Jordan debts 


IT IS common knowledge that Jordan is burdened by a heavy 
external debt of $8.2 billion, an amount considered reasonable in 
absolute terms, but extremely high relative to the small size of the 
Jordanian economy. The foreign debt is equals 220 per cent of the 
gross national product (GNP). To appreciate how this ratio is. 
one has to recall that the indebtedness of major debtor countries 
in Latin America, considered debt-ridden like Brazil and Argenti- 
na is below 80 and 100 per cent of their respective GNP’s. In other 
words the relative burden of foreign indebtedness on the 
Jordanian economy is almost equal to 2.4 times the burden of tbe 
heaviest debror countries in the world. In relative terms Jordan is 
at the top of the list of debtor countries. 

Re-scheduling aside, installments covering principal and in- 
terest payable annually to service the big debts cost around 17.5 

S :r cent of tbe gross debts, equal to 38 per cent of the country’s 
NP, or 75 per cent of the central government’s annual budget. 
These extremely high ratios are not stated to scare tbe reader. 
It is too late to do that. They are mentioned to indicate to readers 


and the creditors especially, that servicing this huge debt is 
physically impossible. Tbe mere postponement or re-scheduling 
of some or all installments will result in building up the debt and 
making its repayment even more impossible. 

Lending banks understand the above facts. Therefore, they 
trade Jordanian commitments in the foreign debt secondary 
market at 22 cent to the dollar. They have effectively given up 78 
per cent of Jordan's debt, and covered this portion in their books* 
by adequate reserves. 

However, more than half of Jordan's indebtedness belongs to 
governments not banks. Governments are of course more able to 
write off old debts than banks. If banks were ready to write off 78 
per cent of Jordan's debts, governments should be more generous 
in doing so. 

International market forces have determined that Jordan's 
capacity to service debts is limited to 22 per cent of the actual size 
of its indebtedness. Wien creditors forgive 78 per cent of their 
debts to Jordan, they will have reasons to believe that the 
Jordanian economy will be able to repay tbe balance, while if they 


insist on 100 per cent of the contracted amounts they may not end 
up with any extra dollar beyond the capacity of the country to 
generate surpluses of foreign exchange. 

The door has been lately wide open for debt relief. Lending 
countries such as the U.S., France, Japan and Germany started 
the process of forgiving debtor countries such as Egypt, Poland, 
subsaharan and other countries from part or all of their debts, 
especially military debts. Therefore, it is rime for the government 
of Jordan to apply formally to the Paris Club which, includes 
lending governments, and later on to London Club, which 
inclu des lending banks and corporations, to relieve Jordan from 
78 per cent of its debt, provided Jordan will take all practical steps 
to pay the remainder plus interest at the rate of $350 million a 
year, which is the maximum that Jordan can repay under the best 

of circumstances. 

Such application is financially and politically justified, especial- 
ly in tbe current circumstances. That is much better than ta king 
the postion of wait and see. 


What country is next for ‘new world slaughter’? t 


By Stephen Slade 

The following article is reprinted 
from the New York-based The 
Guardian . a radical independent 
newsweekly. 

IT was not a war, it was a 
slaughter. You have to go back to 
the great colonial wars when 
European technology decimated 
Third World countries to find a 
parallel. 

And it was certainly no Viet- 
nam. In Vietnam the United 
States dropped more bombs than 
during all of World War II. It 
took a decade and cost 58.000 
U.S. and 2.5 million Vietnamese 
lives. In the Gulf the United States 
waged the largest bombing cam- 
paign in history — it took only six 
weeks and cost fewer than 200 
U.S. lives. Over 200,000 Iraqis 
were killed. The Vietnam “kill 
ratio” was 50 to 1. In the Gulf it 
was 1.000 to 1. 

Just days after the fighting 
stopped, a euphoric President 
Bush declared: “By God. we’ve 
kicked this Vietnam Syndrome.” 
The very name suggested that 
opposition to U.S. wars in the 
Third World was a sickness. The 
president sees it as an addiction 
we have kicked cold turkey. A 
measure of the power of Vietnam 
was shown in prewar polls. In 
October. 90 per cent opposed the 
United States starting a war. By 
March. 90 per cent were Cheering 
the slaughter. 

For 20 years the “Vietnam 
Syndrome” was a brake on war. 
President Ronald Reagan pur- 
sued the largest military buildup 
in peacetime history, but he li- 
mited the use of that military to 
small campaigns: bombing Libya, 
invading Grenada, guarding 
Kuwaiti tankers in the Gulf, 
funding low intensity proxy wars 
in Central America. Bit by bit he 
chipped away at tbe public’s 
opposition to war. 

Bush upped the ante shortly 
after becoming president. He in- 
vaded Panama, staging the 
largest U.S. military attack since 
Vietnam. Since then he has de- 
ployed U.S. fighter planes over 
the Philippines (to “send a signal 
of support” for the coup- 
threatened Aquino government). 
When U.S. advisers were trapped 
in a San Salvador hotel, he 
rushed in a U.S. commando 
team. U.S. troops were dispatch- 

King 

(Con tinned from page 1) 

“Scowcroft went to tbe Middle 
East to consult on the Middle 
East situation, particularly tbe 
post-war situation in Iraq,” said a 
White House official who asked 
not to be named. 

He. declined to comment on 
speculation that Mr. Scowcroft’s 
unannounced trip was possibly 
connected to negotiations to free 
Western hostages held in Leba- 
non. 

The White House would not 
say what country or countries Mr. 
Scowcroft. accompanied by the 
National Security Council’s top 
Middle East specialist, Richard 
Haass, visited or with whom he 
held talks. 

Mr. Scowcroft arrived in the 
Middle East Tuesday and re- 
turned to Washington Thursday 
night, the official said. 

Land Day 

(Continued from page 1) 
flags to commemorate the police 
killings in 1976 of six Arabs pro- 
testing against Israel’s seizure of 
Arab land. 

Arab leaders said they were 
also concerned about the settle- 
ment of Soviet Jewish immigrants 
in tbe occupied territories. 

The Israeli authorities, afraid 
of an upsurge of violence during 
Land Elay, which coincided with 
the first day of the Jewish Passov- 
er holiday and the Easter 
weekend, cancelled police leave. 

Originally an Israeli Arab pro- 
test. Land Day has been adopted 
by the Palestinians as a symbol of 


ed to rescue U.S. citizens in 
Liberia and Somalia. 

In two years Bush has sent 
U-S. troops into combat situa- 
tions in the third World six times. 
And now he is thrilled to have 
kicked the Vietnam Syndrome 
that held the U.S. back for 20 
years. 

Who will be next? There is a 
long list of possibilities. The 
blood wasn't dry on the battle- 
fields of the Gulf region when 
Bush met with Colombia's presi- 
dent to discuss the drug war. A 
year ago the United States plan- 
ned to station an aircraft carrier 
battle group off the Colombian 
coast. In neighbouring Peru U.S. 
Marines led combat patrols 
against Shining Path guerrillas 
active in the coca-growing moun- 
tains. Already there is a military- 
like Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration force there, complete with 
helicopter gunships and jungle 
bases. In the Philippines, negotia- 
tions are dragging on over the 
massive U.S. bases, and a grow- 
ing guerrilla movement has 
already killed a half-dozen U.S. 
soldiers. 

As the fighting wound down in 
the Golf, five more U.S. military 
advisers died in El Salvador when 
their helicopter crashed. In early 
March the rebels launched the 
latest in an ongoing series of 
increasingly effective attacks. Is 
the' army the U.S. has built there 
over the last 10 years on the verge 
of collapse? What would 
Washington do if it were? And 
then there is Cuba — the “last 
communist country.” Already the 
Cuban- American community is 
saying, “Castro is next." 

And, of course, there will al- 
ways be the Middle East. “High- 
ranking officials” have been 
saying for months that the U.S. 
would keep a large force per- 
manently in tbe Gulf. Given the 
demonstrated power of relentless 
bombing, that force will likely 
consist mostly of naval and air 
units — and a vast quantity of 
supplies to make future deploy- 
ments even faster. 

Tbe U.S. military went to war 
with 60 days worth of ammuni- 
tion — much of it will probably 
never leave the Gulf. 

Who will it be used against? 
Iran? Syria, which invaded Leba- 
non as surely as Iraq invaded 
Kuwait — and which has, also 


their nearly 40-month-long revolt 
against Israeli rule. 

Israeli Arabs said they wanted 
to focus world attention on Israeli 
plans to make them a minority in 
the Galilee region by settling 
Sennet Jewish newcomers there. 

“People are in a sombre mood. 
Everybody is worried about land 
confiscation and Soviet Jews,” 
said Walid A wad, an employee of 
Nazareth municipality. 

Abont 200,000 Soviet Jews 
have arrived in Israel in the past 
18 months and op to one million 
are expected here by the end of 
1992. 

Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on, a hardliner in the most right- 
wing government in Israel’s his- 
tory, has said he wants to create a 
buffer of Soviet newcomers be- 
tween Palestinians in the West 
Bank inside the green line. 

“Our people are preoccupied 
with the possibility of confisca- 
tion of land for Soviet immig- 
rants,” said Ibrahim Abdullah, 
council leader in the Arab village 
of Kufr Qassem, east of Tel Aviv. 

"They have already started 
taking land in Ain Mabel (village 
near Nazareth)... they are build- 
ing huge neighbourhoods on 
Arab land in the village,” he told 
Reuters. 

Arab leaders also complain 
that their village councils receive 
less government money than Jew- 
ish municipalities. About 40 Arab 
villages were not recognised as 
communities and received no 
municipal services like water and 
electricity, they say. 

ICRC can 

A senior representative of the 
International Committee of tbe 
Red Cross (ICRC) has asked 
Israel authorities to take argent 
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“We seriously underestimated tbe military f s abil- 
ity to kill off tens of thousands of Iraqis with 
* miraculously light * U.S . casualties. Our focus on 
body bags that never came borne inevitably 
diminished tbe importance of Iraqi lives. 9 * 


long cherished the role of region- 
al leader — used its $1 billion 
“payment” from Saudi Arabia 
for joining the anti-Iraq coali- 
tion to buy surface-to-surface 
missiles. Libya? It sided with 
Iraq, it is a “terrorist headquar- 
ters” and we already bit Tripoli 
once in the pre-Gulf “Vietnam 
Syndrome" days. 

There is no way of knowing 
what country will next experience 
the New World Order. Perhaps 
none will dare cross the path of 
the world’s only superpower. 
Perhaps Bush’s New World 
Order will be like Pax Romana — 
decads of peace through superior 
firepower. 

But perhaps the "Vietnam Syn- 
drome” is like a disease, a chro- 
nic disease you never really cure. 
Perhaps this wave of victory 
euphoria will begin to ebb. 
Perhaps the U.S. people will real- 
ise that the price of the New 
World Order is war and die end- 
less preparation for war — and 
the responsibility for death on a 
grand scale. Perhaps we win find 
a way to stop the next war. 

The overwhelming support for 
this war is built upon the image 
that it was a cheap and easy 
victory.. Our immediate task is to 
expose the full cost of this war — 
because war is never cheap. The 
full cost includes the suffering of 
hundreds of thousands in Iraq, 
Kuwait and Jordan. It includes all 


action to reduce tension in the 
occupied territories, the ICRC 
said. 

It said the ICRC chief of opera- 
tions. Jean de Courten, reiterated 
during a visit in Israel that tbe 
occupation army’s settlement 
policy in the occupied territories 
and the expulsion of residents 
from there are contrary to tbe 
Geneva Convention on tbe Pro- 
tection of Civilians. ; 

The unusually detailed state- 
ment issued at ICRCs headquar- 
ters following the March 22-27 
visit said Mr. De Courten pointed 
that the recurrence of such prac- 
tices “inevitably brought about 
serious consequences and in- 
creased tension.” 

"De Courten also insisted that 
measures be taken to improve tbe 
situation of detainees under inter- 
rogation and to allow family visits 
to all detainees, wherever they 
are held on Israeli territory," the 
statement said. 

“The ICRC sees this last point 
as a humanitarian priority, 
espcially concerning detainees 
held at Qeziot military detention 
centre, where no family visits are 
allowed,” it added. 


those in this country who would 
have benefited from the peace 
dividend we rightfully expected a 
year ago. It includes the cost of a 
permanent U.S. military force in 
the Gulf and a new generation of 
weapons for the next war. 

Golf lessons 

As we act to expose the truth 
about this war — and stop the 
next one — we should also take 
time to learn from the mistakes 
we made during the last six 
months. 

— We seriously underestimatd 
the ability of the U.S. military to 
kill tens of thousands with “mira- 
culously light” U.S. casualties. 
The president and generals made 
no such miscalculation. Military 
planners estimated before laun- 
ching the air war that the attack 
would kill 100,000 to 120.000 
Iraqi soldiers. By the time the 
ground war was launched they 
were confident that it would be as 
lopsided as tbe air war. Intelli- 
gence sources put the final toll at 
over 150,000. No army can with- 
stand that level of loss in a few 
weeks. 

— We put too much emphasis 
on the danger of high U.S. 
casualties — avoiding another 
Vietnam. Our focus on body bags 
that never came borne inevitably 
diminished the importance of Ira- 
qi lives. When we did focus on 
Iraqi lives it was mostly on rivi- 

in security arrangements.” Mr. 
Beshara said. 

Diplomats said countries Hke 
the United States, Britain and 
France were expected to deploy 
warships in the Gulf once a peace 
treaty was signed with Iraq but 
the western allies had not been 
asked to deploy ground forces. 

Beshara said none of tbe GCC 
members had any strong desire 
for a permanent U.S. military 
presence in the region. 

He said the so-called Damascus 
charter, adopted by Syria. Egypt 
and tbe GCC members in Febru- 
ary, envisaged a regional security 
arrangement operated by tbe 
Arabs themselves, with assistance 
from United Nations observers. 

He said the new ties embodied 
in tbe charter represent “one of 
the most fascinating stages in the 
history of Arab relations.” 


Allies 


lian losses — diminishing the 
importance of military losses. We 
are used to thinking differently 
about civilian and military 
deaths. After all. soldiers fight 
and kill other soldiers. 

But how do we view military 
casualties when one army is vastly 
superior to another? On a play- 
ground we would stop a far bigger 
boy from mercilessly beating a 
smaller one — even if the smaller 
one ‘‘started’’ it. Tens of 
thousands of Iraqi soldiers sur- 
rendered. They were described as 
hungry, poorly trained, poorly 
led, unwilling conscripts. The dif- 
ference between those who sur- 
rendered and those who tried to 
escape was that die surrendering 
troops were dose enough to U.S. 
troops to give up. The others just 
tried to run from an overwhelm- 
ing military machine. Those hun- 
gry, unwilling soldiers trying to 
escape were mercilessly mowed 
down. U.S. pilots described roads 
clogged with vehides. One pilot 
called it a "turkey shoot.” 

— It is too easy to send a 
standing army to war. Unlike 
Vietnam, the only people wbo 
had something personally at stake 
this time were those who had 
loved ones in the Gulf. And those 
people tend to be from the work- 
ing class and poor — those with 
the least power and influence in 
this country. . 

The issue is not whether we- 
support a draft just to make war 
fair. The issue is whether anyone 
should have to go fight if they do 
not want to. 

— The movement was too slow 
to respond to tbe initial U.S. 
deployment in August — falling 
for the line that this was to defend 
Saudi Arabia. We need to see 
each U.S. action in the context of 
a worldwide pattern of interven- 
tion. We need to remember the 
central lesson of Vietnam: They 
lie to us. And we need to learn 
how to read the hints broadly 
dropped in the media. In August 
U.S. officials were saying on 
“background” that there would 
be a war and the goal was to 
destroy the Iraqi military. 

— We were too timid to push 
Congress to act sooner. The- 
dance with our “allies” in Con- 
gres is an old one. We say you 
have to act; they say we don’t 
have the votes, give us time. By 
the time they're ready the presi- 

-7* Iraq to destroy all its re- 
maining chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons and forswear 
future development or acquisi- 
tion of such arms. Nuclear mate- 
rials that could be used for 
weapons would be destroyed or 
removed by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

— Iraq to be liable for damage, 
including environmental harm, 
resulting from its invasion of 
Kuwait. It would have to cooper- 
ate with toe International Red 
Cross in repatriating Kuwaitis, 
forswear “international terror- 
ism" and vow to respect its 1963 
boundary with Kuwait. 

Establishment of a U.N. 
military observer force monitor- 
ing a demilitarised zone reaching 
10 kilometres into Iraq and five 
kilometres into Kuwait. 


Rampage 
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GCC 


(Continued from page 1) 

economic cooperation. 

He said post-war security 
arrangements in the Gnif re- 
quired an Arab peace force com- 
posed mainly of Egyptian and 
Syrian troops, a United Nations 
role and a continued foreign pre- 
sence. 

“The international c ommuni ty 
has strategic interests in the Guff 
area and this has to be reflected 


Final action on tbe U.N. re- 
solution could come thk week. 
While some issues remain unre- 
solved, “we’re very hopeful of 
passage,” the official said. “It’s 
proceeding very well” 

"I can assure you that not 
much has been left untouched in 
this resolution, in terms of any- 
thing that would give Iraq the 
power, the where-with-all to cre- 
ate trouble,” said tbe official, 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. “They are the defeated 
country. Tin not sure they have 
much choice” but to accept the 
U.N. terms. 

The proposed UJ4. resolution 
is designed to dear the way for a 
permanent ceasefire in the Gnif 
war. It requires: 


drive the army from southern 
districts of the city. 

Fierce fighting is continuing 
to purge Kirkuk from the rem- 
nants of (government) forces ” 
he said. 

Kirkuk, with a population of 
about 270,000, has changed 
hands several times since Thurs- 
day*s assault by loyalist troops. 

Izzat Ibrahim, vice-chairman of 
the ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council, was again in Kir - 
talk Friday and toured the dry 
stressing the need for restoring 
essential services. 

Mr. Ibrahim was first said to 
have been in the city on Thursday 
when Iraq announced Kirkuk trad 
been “totally cleared of all 
agents.” 


dent has created a crisis and 
manipulated the situation. This 
time the crisis was the eve of the 
U-N. deadline. We should do 
what the right wing does: press- 
ure those closest to you — be- 
cause they are the ones over 
whom you have the most power. 

— We are too dependent on a 
mass media that will inevitably 
march to the White House drum- 
mer during a crisis. There are 
alternative sources of information 
and the mainstream media do 
provide some critical informa- ' 
tion. But the dominant images in 
the mainstream press will be 
those fed to it by the White 
House and the military. 

The impact of this dominance 
is that it shapes our immediate 
thinking about what the issues 
are. For example, coverage of the 
Chilian bombing focused mostly ... 
on the destruction of the infant 7 
formula factory and the Baghdad 
bomb shelter, and on the back 
and forth about whether these 
targets were actually civilian faci- 
lities. * 

This debate misses the real 
issue: The U-S. targeted a wide 
array of facilities with only a 
weak link to the Iraqi war effort. 

Is the water supply a legitimate 
military target just because sol- 
diers drink water? Are ware- 
houses of food and medicine 
legitimate' targets, even though 
•they are 'exempt from the U.N. 
embargo? Is it okay to bomb local 
government offices just because 
they control the police? 

Because we are dependent on 
the mass media for our daily 
perspective on the war, we lose 
the perspective needed to frame 
the issues our way. * 

Much of our task now is to 
struggle for the hearts and minds 
of the U.S. people. We do it by 
finding ways to stay informed and * 
keep our perspective despite the ” 
waves of White House-and 
military-generated propaganda. 
We are a small, discouraged, 
angry minority right now — and 
that makes every voice critical. 

We are also the hope of millions 
of people throughout the Third 
World, people without our free 
speech rights, people who face 
not discouragement and i sola- 
ion, but the deadly onslaught of 
he world’s only superpower. Our 
inaction is a luxury they cannot 
afford. 

Tbe agency said Mr. Ibrahim 
advised local officials that “all 
government departments wiD be- 
gin functioning on Saturday.” 

He ordered the removal- of the 
aftermath of “looting and des- i 
fraction by the humiliated traitors ^ 
and followers of foreigners in the 
city's streets and neighbour- 
hoods, ” it added. 

The United States said Friday 
Iraqi government troops 
appeared to have regained con- 
trol of Kirkuk and were holding 
to Mosul, Iraq’s third biggest 
city. 

“Government forces seem to 
be in control of Kirkuk, but they 
have been dashing with insurgent 
elements northwest of that city 
and northeast of the city of 
Mosul, which also appears to be 
in government hands,” State De- 
partment spokesman Richard 
Boucher told reporters in 
Washington. 0 

e fcsder of a major Iraqi y 
i elite opposition group hag con- 
ceded that government forces bad 
recaptured virtually all dries and ' 
towns in southern Iraq. 

Iraqi 

(Continued from pa y I) 
fraction provided all other coun- 
tries in the region did likewise, • 
including Israel and Iran. 

. **^ e Iraq does not agree to 
il Preindices its rights," 
reported, but it quoted 
bun as saying the resolution was/j* 
still under study. 

A 20-page draft ceasefire de- 
mands the destruction of Iraqi 
ballistic missiles systems and cbe- 
^logical weapons and 
prohibits the import of any kind 
of military equipment until the 
«wmdl decides otherwise. 
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Life in Iraq after the war 

Collective punishment blurs future for many Karbala bears the scars of a bloody dissent 


By Lamis Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


This is the last in a series of 
articles on life in Iraq after the 
ceasefire was declared on Feb. 

27. 

THERE ARE not many voung 
women left in A1 Ameriyah 
residential neighbourhood in 
Baghdad. There is harcfly a 
bouse which did not lose a 
mother, a sister or a daughter 
on the night of Feb. 13. when 
allied missiles hit the public 
shelter there. The U.S. insisted 
it was a military bunker. But 
“most of my school girlfriends 
were killed. I have very few 
left," said 16-year-old Soha. 

Many young men lost their 
whole families, wives, daugh- 
ters and sometimes sisters. In 
one case a man lost his wife 
and his four daughters. 

There is no figure available 
on civilian casualties of the 
war. The bombing of A1 Amer- 
iyah shelter, were residents 
claim more than 800 people 
were burned to death, is be- 
lieved to be the attack which 
claimed the biggest number of 
civilian casualties. 

But it is neither the death 
toll nor the vast destruction 
that seem to have shattered 
Iraqis the most, they say. The 
Iraqis bad been through an 
eight -year war with Iran (1980- 
1988) where the country lost 
hundreds of thousands but was 
able to stand on Its feet again. 

“The most tragic aspect of 
this war is that Iraqis see little 
hope in the future," said an 
Iraqi novelist in Baghdad re- 
cently. 

A combination of the effects 
of the international embargo 
against Iraq, political isolation 
and the destruction of the in- 
frastructure of the country 
have left a feeling among many 
that the Iraqis were subjected 
to a “collective punishment" 
by the world, particularly the 
West, 

“The problem with the U.S. 
and the West is. that they do 
not deal with people but with--* 
individual leaders without con- 
sidering the repercussions on 
the people,” said a university 
professor. 

As a result there is bitterness 
in Iraq that the people and the 
future of the country were the 
major victims of the war which 
was launched in the name of 
enforcing international law. 

In Iraq, many feel that the 
real aim of the war was to 
punish President Saddam Hus- 
sein for challenging the U.S. 
and Western interests. "But 
before they are able to destroy 
Saddam they have destroyed 
us. die people." said an Iraqi 
woman in despair, echoing 
widespread sentiments. 

The despair was further 
aggravated by the crvil war 
which followed the ceasefire 
on Feb. 27 in the north and 
south of the country. The 
break out of violent unrest has 
shattered hope in a speedy 
normalisation of life. “This is 
unbelievable. The country is 
moving from one tragedy to 
another. I am afraid we will 
enter in an endless chain of 
destruction just like Leba- 
non," said a professional trans- 
lator. 

For the last eight months 
Iraqis have been watching hel- 
plessly and with increasing horror 
as their lives were damaged. At 
first, an international embargo 
dramatically imposed restric- 
tions on daily life and then 
reduced their lives to a pre- 
industrial level. But then came 
the intensive and daily bom- 
bardment which effectively pa- 
ralysed life almost totally in the 
country. 

From the very outset of the 
bombardment the allied forces 
targe tted telecommunications 
centres, power stations, puri- 
fication plants and the sewage 
system. 

* The targetted buildings, at 
least in the Baghdad area, 
were hit several times. After 
the ceasefire the government 
started to erase the buildings as 
the consecutive hits made it 
impossible to fix them. 

“The destruction has thrown 
us 60 years to a century back. 

It will be worse than starting 
from point zero," contended 
an Iraqi architect. 

For more than five weeks- 
the country, especially Bagh- 
dad, plunged in total darkness 
as the main power stations 
were badly hit. People used 
kerosene lamps, like the old 
days, and candles — mostly 
bad quality candles producing 
thick black smoke. 

Less than a week after the 
ceasefire, however, the gov- 
ernment, reportedly using an 
old power station and mobile 



An Iraqi woman, faced with an acute shortage of water takes water from drainage in the Azhnmiyeh 
area of Baghdad (photo by Yousef Ai ‘Allan) 


By Mariam M. Shahid 

The writer, a Jordan Times Staff Reporter, has just 
returned from a week-long working visit to Iraq. She filed 
the following report from the city of Karbala. 



(Above) Karbala's holy shrine of AI Hussein Ibn Ali curries the 
marks of the rebellion in the south thai only endrd after Iraqi arm;, 
intervention, and (below j a hospital room after being hii In j 
(photos by Mariam Shahini 



generator, starred a gradual 
Urnited restoration of electric- 
ity to Baghdad. The impact 
was tremendous on ihe spirit of 
exhausted Iraqis. Every time-a 
neighbourhood was lit, a new 
hope was sparked. The main 
topic of daily conversation has 
become to which areas electric- 
ity has been extended. 

Allied forces claimed that 
the bombardment aimed at 
undermining the Iraqi army, 
but the Iraqis do not under- 
stand why their water supply 
stations and the sewage system 
were destroyed. 

According to the United Na- 
tions and other international 
relief organisations, the bom- 
bardment has destroyed Iraq's 
modem infrastructure and pa- 
ralysed public services thre- 
atening the outbreak of 
epidemics. The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) reported 
that Iraq's central water system 
supplies only five per cent of its 
pre-war capacity of potable 
water. 

Citizens, who are getting 
their main supplies from the 
polluted River Tigris, are repe- " 
aredly asked to boil the tap 
water. 

“This is like a slow death,” 
commented one Iraqi house- 
wife. 

The hardest hit of the 
papulation seems to be the 
younger people who see no 
hope in a paralysed, isolated 
country. The allied forces have 
reportedly destroyed most of 
.the major factories, and many 
of the smaller ones. The des- 
truction of vital economic sec- 
tors has aggravated the impact 
of international sanctions, 
threatening a catastrophic rate 
of unemployment. 

After the ceasefire, men 
crowded sidewalk cafes and 
restaurants (which reopened 
but had very limited menus), 
traditional souks and pave- 
ments. “They have nowhere to 
go; many haw lost their jobs 
and their future,” said Munir, 
an electrician. 

Souk vendors, however, 
seem to be flourishing. The AI 
Shourjeh downtown market- 
place was always busy and 
crowded. All kinds of goods 
flooded the market bat this is 


unlikely to make life easier for 
Iraqis who cannot afford the 
outrageous prices. 

Iraqis — except for the 
affluent — have reduced their 
intake of meat, bread, rice, tea 
and milk. The prices of these 
staple foods are beyond the 
reach of many. For example a 
kilo of meat is for 14 Iraqi 
dinars (more than S42), while 
tea. which is Iraqs’ favourite 
beverage, especially during the 
month of Ramadan, is sold at 
40 Iraqi dinars a kilo (more 
than 5120). 

Moreover, fuel remains in 
acute shortage despite the re- 
sumption of petrol sale at gas 
stations. An Iraqi citizen is 
entitled to 20 litres eveiy three 
weeks. About 80 per cent of 
Iraq's refinery facilities have 
been reportedly damaged by 
the allied bombardment. 

Fuel is available in the black 
market for five to eight dinar a 
gallon. It is mostly stolen from 
army vehicles, according to 
citizens. 

■ The Iraqis have found the 
fuel shortages particularly un- 
acceptable, “This is incredible. 
We are an oil-producing coun- 
try,” said one taxi driver. 
Baghdad once boasted of its 
huge taxi network; now. the 
white and red cabs have be- 
come something of a rare com- 
modity. In the past many Iraqis 
complemented their limited in- 
comes or avoided unemploy- 
ment by working as taxi drivers. 

Although the traffic on 
Baghdad's street was last week 
slowly picking up on the de- 
serted highways, Baghdad has 
been turned into a capital of 
pedestrians and many are using 
bicycles. 

International relief organisa- 
tions have warned that without 
fuel the mission of rebuilding 
Iraq was impossible and it will 
be difficult to operate hospitals 
or to set up water purification 
plants. 

The lack of telecommunica- 
tions and the shortage of fuel 
has severed contacts — and 
consequently reduced socialis- 
ing — in the city of four mil- 
lion. Relief workers, journal- 
ists and medical volunteers 
coming from Jordan find them- 
selves travelling long distances 


distributing letters from Iraqi 
expatriates who have been 
worried about their families. 

Visitors, mostly from Jor- 
dan. carry their own gallons of 
fuel and supply their Iraqi 
friends. Vans loaded with food 
supplies and medicine, mostly 
by Jordanian and international 
relief organisations, are almost 
the only vehicles seen travell- 
ing to Baghdad along the badly 
damaged highway. 

When this reporter returned 
to Baghdad three weeks after 
the war, there were many des- 
troyed vehicles, mostly civilian, 
carrying Jordanian licence 
plates on the highway which 
was a target for continuous air 
raids by the allied forces. 

In Baghdad transport was 
rendered more difficult after 
the destruction of two historic- 
al bridges: AI Moualak and AI 
Joumhouriyah. The collapse of 
the bridges did not only further 
complicate life in Baghdad but 
also caused deep resentment 
among residents who are 
proud of their architectural 
value. 

“I just cannot get myself 
near the bridges. I break into 
tears just by observing the view 
from far. I cannot see the 
beautiful dty destroyed," said 
an Iraqi poet who is in his 
seventies. 

Although there were no re- 
ports by experts of acute air 
pollution, residents, especially 
the elderly, have complained 
of irritation in eyes and lungs. 
During the heavy days and 
nights of the bombardment 
there were days that Baghdad 
would be shrouded in fog-like 
grey smoke. Day by day it was 
clearing up, but the air re- 
mained heavy. 

“They have destroyed every- 
thing: The country’s infrastruc- 
ture, our dreams and even the 
oxygen." said the poet express- 
ing the deepening siege men- 
tality that has evolved in Iraq. 

"But we should remain 
hopeful. It is not the first time 
that Baghdad was destroyed 
and it was always rebuilt to 
assume its place in the world 
civilisation,” the poet said, re- 
flecting on Iraqi pride that 
their country is synonymous 
with history. 


KARBALA — A subdued 
atmosphere of resignation per- 
vades m this Shiite holy city 
which until last week was the 
scene of what was evidently 
intense and ferocious fighting 
between rebels and the Iraqi 
army. 

To speak of continued “re- 
sistance" by the rebels is futile 
for Karbala has been largely 
destroyed. Very few houses, 
and stores have been left in- 
tact. Even the ancient mosque 
of Hussein and Abbas have 
been damaged by the fighting. 
The city, considered one of the 
holiest by Muslims of the Shiite 
sect, saw at least a week of 
fighting since the Feb. 27 ceas- 
efire between U.S. -led forces 
and Iraq has come into effect. 

“Hie destruction here was 
perpetrated by the various 
groups and finished off by the 
layman." said Dr. Karim 
Obais Elewi, of the AI Hussein 
hospital, the largest in Karba- 
la. 

Asked how many people 
were killed, he said, “hun- 
dreds, maybe thousands. No 
one knows exactly.” 

Many residents of Karbala 
said they heard Persian- 
speaking people and Arabs 
with both Saudi and Egyptian 
accents in the city while the 
rebellion was in full swing, a 
good ten days ago. 

But a; least one resident of 
Karbala, who fled the city dur- 
ing the three most intense days 
of fighting, said that no “fore- 
igners" were involved in the 
rebellion as such. “The rebels 
were mostly young and poor 
people who heard a calling 
from the east, from Tehran; 
they had two aims, one is to 
create an Islamic republic in 
Iraq and the second' is to over- 
throw the .present govern- 
ment," said a pharmacist who 
asked to remain anonymous. 

According to the pharma- 
cist, who was evidently sym- 
pathetic to the rebels, they 
never had a chance in succeed- 
ing in their rebellion. “We the 
people of Karbala consider 
Hassan and Hussein and 
Abbas as the Arabs consider 
God, holy beyond anything, so 
they died as martyn,' 1 he said. 
“The concept is common here. 
I saw several young men charg- 
ing into tanks with only rifles in 
their hands... they were on 
suicide missions with no hope 
of winning; but thev heard a 
calling and to them that was all 
they needed, they didn't need 
outside interference,” he said. 

While many residents of 
Karbala fled the city to the 
countryside or Baghdad, 
thousands who had taken re- 
fuge in Karbala to escape the 
conflict zone in southern Iraq 
also fled. The pharmacist said 
that from what he saw “there 
must be at least 2,000 to 3,000 
people that died here.” 

One refugee from southern 
Iraq, who eventually escaped 
to Saddam dty, a Baghdad 


suburb, said, “we kept on 
fleeing... Americans, Egyp- 
tians there were foreign troops 
everywhere." 

All Iraqis that spoke to the 
Jordan Times including those 
in Karbala seem to agree that 
the rebellion of some Shiite 
groups in the south was made 
possible only because of the 
presence of American and 
other foreign troops on Iraqi 
soil. 

As one resident of Baghdad 
who is originally from southern 
Iraq put it: “In that sense, the 
conflicts that have occurred 
since March 6. were in fact 
instigated directly or indirectly 
by outside forces.” 

For the residents of Karbala 
who fled the city many were 
shocked to find their city in 
ruins upon their return ten 
days later. In shambles and 
riddled with mortar holes, 
shops and homes were no lon- 
ger inhabitable; the stench of 
death was everywhere. 

Who did what to whom is 
difficult to ascertain now. But 
one thing seems certain for the 
moment and that is the rebels 
have been totally and com- 
pletely crushed by the Iraqi 
army. As one Karbalan. 
evidently sympathetic to the 
rebels, said: “They have no 
place left to hide.” 

At the dry's main AI Hus- 
sein hospital, nothing has been 
left intact: No beds, no in- 
travenous needles, no medi- 
dnes, etc. The hospital, as this 
reporter saw it on March 27. is 
living evidence to what could 
only have been a bloodbath. 
Blood still stained floors where 
victims lay. 

The hospital, which had 232 
beds, has been looted of its 
infrastructure: Surgical equip- 
ment, beds, furniture and lib- 
rary. There is no water, the 
generator is out of work, and a 
mobile clinic was destroyed. 
Those ambulances still parked 
outside the hospital had no 
tyres and many were riddled 
with bullets. The "Islamic re- 
public of Iraq” was painted on 
the ambulances and a picture 
of President Saddam Hussein 
hanging in the hospital entr- 
ance was slashed with a knife. 

In the garden of the hospital 
the earth is still fresh from the 
mass grave in which countless 
bodies of victims lay. Empty 
shells could be found all over 
the hospital. The employees 
looked numb. Women with 
blank stares in their eyes con- 
tinued to attempt to clean up 
the blood stains, although no 
water seems to be available 
anywhere. 

Of the nearly 400 permanent 
and portable beds once avail- 
able in the hospital only a few 
dozen remain. There are no 
patients left, and “those who 
could walk left and the rest 
died in the cross-fire," said Dr. 
Elewi. He opened the re- 
frigerator filled with blood 


bags no longer usable, because 
a lack of electricity has rendered 
them useless. 

No heavy presence of Iraqi 
troops seemed evident as local 
residents picked up what was 
left of their markets and homes 


and told each other sror-.-s 
plunder, destruction dry.:'. 
that h.nc engu/ted 
from which only the 
golden domes of tits mosque* 
of AI Husscm and A: A bp as 
have survived. 
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Maradona tests 
positive for 


cocaine use 


ROME ( AP) — To Dr. Manfred 
Donike, the scene must have 
looked painfully familiar. 

Three years ago. he defended 
Ben Johnson when the Canadian 
sprinter tested positive for ster- 
oids at the Seoul Olympics. On 
Friday, the German doctor was 
representing Diego Maradona. 
Although the substance was diffe- 
rent. the result was the same. 

The Italian Soccer Federation 
announced that Maradona, the 
best-known professional soccer 
player in the world, had tested 
positive for cocaine use. 

The devastating judgment 
means that the player will be 
suspended for up to two years, 
possibly dealing a fatal blow to 
his soccer career. 

The announcement by the Ita- 
lian Soccer Federation came less 
than a year after the moody 
forward led Argentina to its 
second consecutive World Cup 
final and Napoli to its second 
Italian League championship. 

For Maradona, it comes after a 
string of disciplinary' problems 
with his dub. and follows ques- 
tioning by Naples prosecutors in 
connection with an investigation 
into a suspected drug-trafficking 
and prostitution operation. 

The length of the suspension 
will be decided by the disciplinary 
commission of the Italian 
League, which is expected to 
meet next week. Italian soccer 
regulations call for a suspension 
of six months to two years. 

The ban will automatically be 


extended worldwide by the Inter- 
national Federation of Assoaa- 
tion Football, which would make 
the 30-year-old Maradona ineligi- 
ble to play for Argentina in this 
summer's America Cup, the 
South American championship. 

Napoli reported Thursday that 
Maradona had tested positive fol- 
lowing its 1-0 victory over Bari on 
March 17. A second test was 
conducted Friday and the Italian 
Federation immediately made the 
announcement. 

“The second test, in the pre- 
sence of representatives of the 
player and his club, confirmed 
results of the first test," the fed- 
eration said in a statement. 
“Maradona tested positive for 
cocaine and its metabolites." 

Maradona was not immediately 
available for comment. In the 
past, the player has rejected 
allegations by some Neapolitan 
figures that he had used drugs. 

Johnson is just returning to 
track and field following a two- 
year suspension for using steroids 
before the 1988 summer games. 
With Maradona's suspension, 
two of the biggest sports stars in 
the world have shattered their 
careers by drug use. 

Maradona has had a worldwide 
following unmatched in sports. 

When he took Argentina to the 
1986 World Cup title and led the 
tournament in scoring, it certified 
his position as the best soccer 
player of the ’80s. 

Maradona will miss Saturday's 



Diego Maradona 

against Iniemazionale of 


game 

Milan because of a one-game 
suspension for arguing with re- 
ferees. 

He had been expected to play 
in next Wednesday's Italian Cup 
semifinal against Sampdoria of 
Genoa, but officials of the Italian 
federation said they would ask 
Napoli to bench Maradona pend- 
ing the disciplinary commission. 

Maradona has been in trouble 
all season, skipping practices, 
missing team flights and taking 
himself out of the lineup without 
explanation. Although his con- 
tract does not expire until 1993. 
he has asked to be released so 
that he can return to Argentina. 

His career has been controver- 
sial on the field too. In the 1986 
World Cup. be led Argentina to a 


2-1 quarterfinal victory over Eng- 
land with his “hand-of-God" 
goal, in which he punched the 
ball into the net undetected by 
the referee. He used the same 
tactic at last summer’s World Cup 
in 2-0 first-round victory over the 
Soviet Union. 

Napoli purchased Maradona's 
contract in 1984 from FC Barce- 
lona of Spain for a then-record 
$12-million transfer fee. He led 
Napoli to Italian League titles in 
1987 and 1990 and the 1989 
UEFA Cup. 

The Italian Federation said 
Napoli would be investigated to 
see if it had any indirect responsi- 
bility for the doping result. Inves- 
tigators also would check if any 
other players were involved In the 
case, it said. 


Park takes WBA featherweight title 


SEOUL (R) — Antonio Esparra- 
goza's four-year reign as World 
Boxing Association (WBA) 
featherweight champion came to 
an end “ Kwangju Saturday 
when he beaten convincingly 
on points by South Korea's Park 
Young- Kyun. 

The Venezuelan, who success- 
fully defended his title seven 
times since beating Steve Cruz of 
the United Stales in March 1987. 
succumbed to Park’s aggressive 
punching. 

The judges awarded a unani- 
mous 12-round points verdict — 
11611*: 118-110. 117-1H* — in 


favour of Park, who at 24 is nine 
years younger than the beaten 
champion. 

The South Korean was more 
aggressive, constantly chasing the 
Venezuelan fighter and un- 
leashing numerous blows to build 
a hefty lead over the early 
rounds. 

Esparragoza struggled against 
his younger opponent and suf- 
fered a barrage of vicious hooks 
as he was pushed back on to the 
ropes. 

He took control of the fight in 
the sixth, seventh and eighth 
•rounds with some accurate left- 


right counter blows that pene- 
trated Park's defence. 

But Park's head-on spoiling 
tactics negated the champion's 
superior technique and fast foot- 
work in later rounds. 

Park staggered Esparragoza 
briefly in the 11th round with a 
right hook to the head, but the 
Venezuelan recovered to score 
with some stinging jabs and 
books. 

But it was not enough to deny 
Park, who now has 18 wins and a 
draw in his 20 fights. Espanagoza’s 
record is 30 wins, two defeats and 
four draws. 


Canadian scores double in swimming 


SHEFFIELD. England (AP) — 
Canadian Andrea Nugent was the 
only double winner on the first 
day of a World Cup swimming 
event. 

Nugent won the women's 50- 
merre butterfly in 27.92 seconds, 
defeating Nicola Kennedy of En- 


gland by four-tenths of a second. 

She also captured first place in 
the 100-metre freestyle event 
with a time of 55.60 seconds. 
Eugenia Ermakova of the Soviet 
Union was second in 55.97 
seconds. 

The event at the New Ponds Forge 


Sainz stays on top in 
fog-bound Safari Rally 


NAIROBI IR) — World cham- 
pion Carlos Sainz retained the 
lead despite mechanical problems 
as the Safari Rally plunged into 
thick fog and mountainous ter- 
rain on the fourth day. 

Sainz. driving a Toyota Celica. 
led with accumulated time penal- 
ties of one hour 28 minutes eight 
seconds as the race halted for the 
night at the western Kenyan town 
of Eldoret Saturday after winding 
through muddy tracks in the 
Cherangani Hills. 

Finland's Juha Kankkunen. 
driving a Lancia Integrale. stayed 
in second place and cut the Spa- 
niard's lead from 14 minutes to 
just over four minutes. Kank- 
kunen finished on 1:32:10. 

Sainz. leading the world cham- 
pionship standings after wins in 
Monte Carlo and Portugal, said 
his car had suffered suspension 
problems and he had been forced 
to slow down. 

“It w as our first troubled day." 
added Sainz. who was fourth in 
the Safari Rally last year. 

The rally has produced the 


expected battle between the 
Toyota and Lancia works teams. 
Sweden's Mikael Ericsson in a 
Toyota moved up to third place 
on 1:49:34, with Lancia’s Jorge 
Recalde of Argentina in fourth 
place on 1:58:13. 

“It was very difficult in the 
fog,” said Ericsson. “We could 
hardly see past the end of our 
bonnet, so even with pace notes 
we were going slowly." 


U.S. advances 
to final of 


Concacaf 

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad 
(AP) — The United States adv- 
anced to the final round of qual- 
ifying for the first under- 17 World 
Soccer Championship, tying 
Cuba 1-1. Shawn Bryden scored 
with 12 minutes remaining in the 
first half for the United States, 
and Yanko Fontanill tied the 
score with 15 minutes left in the 
game. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HiRSCH 

■; 19 K Tribune Media Sendees. Inc 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ K5 7 4983 vJ543 +KJ2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pus 1 7 Puss 

4 7 Pass ? 

Whai do you bid now? 


What do you bid now? 


Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ Void 76M3 >84 4AKQJ1085 
As dealer, what action do you take? 


Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ 1076 VK5 :J1083 4AQJ9 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East Sooth West North 

1 7 Pass Pass Dbl 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


QJ— Neitho - vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ AK 7A1063 ■> AJ6 4KJ92 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West Norib East 

2 NT Pass 4 NT Pass 


W'hat do you bid now? 


QJ — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

♦ K 7QJI05 !KJ82 410875 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

Pass Pass 1 7' Pass 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ J93 7 AK1062 v AK 4 J42 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 7 Puss 2 0 Puss 


What do you bid now7 


Complex also featured a victory 
in the 100-metre breaststroke by 
Olympic champion Adrian Moor- 
house. 

Moorhouse, an Englishman, 
had taken a long break following 
a second-place finish in the event 
at the World Championships in 
Perth. Australia, in January. 

He finished the breaststroke in 
1 minute, 00.37 seconds, about 
six-tenths of a second slower that 
his Commonwealth record. 

“I think it's a brilliant pool. I 
think I can do 58 seconds in here 
when I’m properly prepared," 
Moorhouse said. 


German 
Olympic 
chief to 
step down 


STUTTGART, Germany (AP) 
— German Olympic Committee 
chairman and* internationally 
known sports figure Willi Daume 
is preparing to step down, a 
newspaper has reported. 

Daume, 77, was quoted by the 
Stuttgarter Zeftung newspaper as 
saying he may also resign as a 
representative to the Internation- 
al Olympic Committee. 

The newspaper said Daume 
would leave the IOC on the 
condition that Guenther Heinze, 
68, the former East German rep- 
resentative to that body, also 
resigns. 

“That could already be the case 
this year,” Daume said. 

Former West German and East 
German sports organisations 
were consolidated as part of the 
unification of the two Germ an ys 
last year. 

The newspaper said “a good 
solution... is in its end phases" to 
find Daume's replacement 


Seles, Graf advance at 
hardcourt tournament 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas (R) — 
Top seed Monica Seles and 
second seed Steffi Graf moved a 
step doser to an anticipated final 
round showdown after each 
brushed aside quarter-final oppo- 
nents at the S225.000-U.S. 
Women's Hardcourt Tennis 
Championships. 

Seles, new world number one 
and toomament defending cham- 
pion, despatched American Erika 
de Lone 6-2 6-0 in 53 minutes 
despite windy condition that 
forced Seles to adjust her power 
game somewhat. 

“I think 1 played a fairly good 
match," Seles said. “It's hard to 
control the ball because of the 
wind, but I'm getting used to it." 

Graf played as if she does not 
plan to be known as former num- 
ber one for much longer. Not to 
be outdone by the woman who 
ousted her from the top of the 
rankings, the second-seeded Ger- 
man raced past seventh-seeded 
American Susan Sloane 6-1 6-1 in 
a mere 36 minutes. 


“Today was one of my better 
matches. My serve was very 
strong and my game felt solid,” 
said Graf, who allowed the 36th- 
ranked Sloane to hold serve once 
in each set. 

In Saturday's semifinals. Graf 
takes on unseeded Julie Halard of 
France, who beat Czechoslovak 
Eva Sviglerova 6-1 6-2 in another 
speedy 46-minute affair. 

Seles, who dropped her serve 
at love in the sixth game before 
running off the last eight games of 
the match, has a tougher semifin- 
al assignment. 

The Yugoslav power-hitter 
Saturday faces third seed Manu- 
ela Maleeva-Fragniere of 
Switzerland in a rematch of last 
year's final. 

Maleeva, who is 0-7 against 
Seles, used a strong and steady 
baseline game to take out sixth- 
seeded American Lori McNeil 
6-3 64 in the only quarter-final to 
last more than one hour — 77 
minutes. 


U.S., Mexico split singles 
matches in Davis Cup 


MEXICO CITY CAP)— Leonar- 
do Lavalle would like nothing 
better than to atone for his loss to 
Brad Gilbert in Mexico's first- 
round Davis Cup series against 
the Linited States. He's not sure 
he'll get the chance, though. 

Jim Pugh and Rick Leach were 
pitted against Jorge Lozano and 
Lavalle in Saturday's doubles 
match. But a visibly demoralised 
Lavalle wasn't sure he would be 
allowed to play after being whip- 
ped Friday by Gilbert as the two 
countries split the first two singles 
matches. 

Tm not sure I will be allowed 
to play," Lavalle said after the 
loss to Gilbert. “We'll see... I am 
thinking about tomorrow. I am 
trying to correct the mistakes I 
made today." 

Gilbert defeated Lavalle 63, 
62, 67, 63 in a 3 l /t hour match, 
during which the crowd of about 
8,000 booed and yelled insults at 
the Mexican player. 

“The insults bothered me very 
much. I never saw such a crowd 
before. This is tennis, not a bull- 
fight." he complained. 

In Friday’s first match, Luis 
Enrique Herrera beat Davis Cup 
rookie Jim Courier 64, 2-6, 7-5, 
6-4. The winner of the series, 
which was delayed by Gulf war, 
plays Spain. 

A visibly tired Gilbert said that 
if the U.S. didn’t win Friday’s 
second match. “We would have 
been in big trouble," but added 
that Lavalle *s game deteriorated 
after the first couple of sets. 

“I relaxed, and had a lot of 
confidence, and I told myself, 
‘you're going to win this game' — 
and I didn't let go," be said. 

Lavalle said he had never play- 
ed a worse Davis Cup match. 

The altitude and 88-degree 
heat bothered Courier in his 3 
hour 15-minute match. 

"It is my first Davis singles — 


and the altitude," Courier said. 
“I had to rip him but I couldn’t. 
At sea level I would have been 
able to do it. But he is very short 
and he is very quick. 

Herrera said he knew Courier 
would feel insecure in Mexico 
and tried to play close to the net 
and pressure him with backhand 
shots. 

Earlier, U.S. captain Tom 
Gorman criticised this year’s ex- 
perimental Davis Cup rules, 
which pit a no. 1 player against a 
no. 2 of the opposite team. 

“I prefer the old style or no- 
thing at all,” Gorman said. 

In the first round of other 
world group first-round matches, 
Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia 
tied 1-1. 

At Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
Goran Ivanisevic of Yugoslavia, 
ranked seventh by the ATP, defe- 
ated Petr Korda 61, 7-6 (7-3), 
4-6, 61, in 2 hours, 36 minutes in 
the first match. In the second 
match, it took Czechoslovakia’s 
no. 1 player, Karel Novacek, 10 
minutes longer to beat Slobodan 
Zivojinovic of Yugoslavia 61, 
4-6, 64, 65, evening the match. 

At Jaipur, India, India took^a^. 
unbeatable 2-0 lead against In- ' 
donesia in its Asia-Oceania Zone 
Group I match Saturday with a 
doubles victory. Ramesh Krish- 
nan and Leander Paes defeated 
Daniel Heryanto and Bonit 
Wiryawan 62, 63, 63. 

India will advance to a match 
with South Korea for a place in 
the World Group. 

In another Asia-Oceania Zone 
Group I match Saturday. Japan 
beat the Philippines in doubles 
for its first victory after dropping 
both singles matches Friday at 
Kumamoto, Japan. 

Shuzo Matsuo ka and Tetsuya 
Sato beat Felix Barrientos and 
Roland So 7-6 (11-9), 7-6 (9-7),- 
63. 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutin’ Jeff 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH 31, 1991 

Thomas S. Piers on. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Quiet meditation, reflection and 
concentration upon eternal truths 
can be your best modus operand* 
oow so take some time out to think 
deeply. 

TAURUS (April 20 tt> May 20) 

You have more good common 
ffjiy and understanding than most 
persons now but at the same time 
can get you in a spot if you aigue 
with friends. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to really show your interest in 
some charitable or philanthropic 
interest by which you can so preoc- 
cupy yourself you keep out of 
trouble. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your day to study 
schools of thought that can be 
helpful to you in the future and to 
refrain from going off on any tan- 
gent. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
want to get ah obligations attended 
to and you have some interesting 
ideas how to do so you'd better 
check these out the first opporrtm- 
ity. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your associates are apt not to 
be as high-minded about mutual 
projects as you but that should not 
keep you from holding steady to 
what you know is right. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) There are a number of choice 
tid bits of gossip that you would 
like to whisper to another but 
refrain from such for they do not 
tell all. 


bCT 21) Look for the silver lining to 
that doud of doubts and fears that 
you have concerning whether a 
good friend truly understands your 
motives. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the time to 
be sue you are the one who does 
the thing s rightly expected of you 
by both those in authority and the 
general public. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you study or 
listen to today should be of the 
loftiest and the best so use this day 
to renew a right spirit within you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your own efforts do not 
seem to be producing the income 
you need to attend to all your bEQs 
and expenses but if you are careful 
you can handle well. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is your time to actually 
join in tbe groups that are seeking 
to better understand what life is aQ 
about and to gain the respect of 
social ties. 

Today's dflds If your child were 
born today she or be is a trouble- 
1 shooter in every sense of the word 
pnd win need educational courses 
designed to enhance this marked 
ability to be a problem solver of 
the first water, upon maturity. 
Make certain that this progeny has 
responsibilities to perform early on 
•that makes them aware of the 
plight of others. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


“Tbe stars impel, they do nor 
compel, what you make of your fife 
is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 





“I’m going to call the doctor! 
That’s the worst case of goose 
pimples I’ve ever seen!" 


W SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


YERFO 


n 


C— » i,« , m 



A bit narrow, don't you think? 


□ 

LAAS 

P 



I 


_L 


CONDES 


□ 


33 



N ATI ED 



_ 

f v 


AS AN ARTIST THE 
SILHOUETTE MAKER'S 
VIEW OF LIFE WAS 
RATHER THIS. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“nxi-mxxr 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: ARBOR NIPPY BANTER FERVOR 

Answer Could this be the best wine after a long 
voyage?— “PORT" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Diane C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
i Kind of code 
5 Desert in a 
way 
9 True 

14 Neb 

15 Concert halls 

16 Silfy 

17 Presidential 
office 

IB Jumps 
20 Kept 

22 Lendl's game 

23 Sent 

24 Lofty crag 

25 Cowardly 

29 Epic tale 
33 Postal hub 

36 Dud 

37 Conservative 

39 Seed 
coverings 

40 Most 
corpulent 

41 Seeger or 
Fountain 

42 Sycophants 

43 Charged 
particle 

44 Mount the 
soapbox 

49 ny capital 
53 Flapiack 
turners 
56 Trunk 

58 Musical pause 

59 Unanimously 

60 Rivulet 

si Player's fee 
62 Do an indoor 
gardening 
cnore 
53 "Beetle 
Bailey” dog 
64 Ogle 


T 
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1 

4 

| 

5 

e 

7 

a 

1 

■ 

10 

T 1 

12 

18 

14 
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25 

26 

27 

28 



■ 

36 

20 

30 

» 

32 
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40 
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« 

SQ 

51 

52 


M 





59 





82 


_ 




M ss 


Ail Right) Reserved 


□OWN 

1 Scrub a 
spaceflight 

2 Missouri or 
Ohio 

3 Happify 

4 EAP name 

5 Gospel 
writer 

6 — fixe 

7 Heavy metal 


8 Youngster 
3 Metric volume 

10 — even keel 

11 Tale 

12 Against 

13 Minus 

19 Put away gear 
21 “ — of the 
King” 
(Tennyson) 

24 Drum 

26 Before 

27 Untie 

28 Attics 

29 Dull 

30 O.T. prophet 

31 Angora 

32 Moreover 

33 Swamp 

34 Mine entrance 

35 Aimless 

36 your hear 
be troubled..." 

(Bible) 

37 Traveler’s aid 

38 Color 

42 Child's toy 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


Hanaaoi 

BQHQ 

hob 0 taciag anosB 
HmnnSH a 01313 HQH 

rJHrlr! ongas □□□□ 

yoga nnnmi Benya 


43 Ria 

45 Rustic 

46 Coeur d'— 

47 Sample 

48 Chemical 
compound 

49 Distant 


50 Forfeit 

51 ''Betty 

52 — time (never) 

53 Haylet 
5a Hide 

55 A Guthrie 
57 — -Magnon 


45 

48 

47 

48 
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61 
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Iran central bank says 
firm economic path laid 


DUBAI (R) — Iran has improved 
its international status by staying 
neutral in the Gulf crisis but on 
the domestic front there is no 
n ptnediflTft relief for its economic 
problems. 

Bat central bank offic ial*; say 
the country now has firm, long- 
term plans. 

_ A report by the bank’s interna- 
tional department shows deep 
changes in thin king from the re- 
volutionary Islamic policies 
adopted after the 1979 revolu- 
tion. 

Bans over the past two years 
by President Akbar Hashemi 
RafsanjanTs government to con- 
trol inflation, save the debased 
currency, break down the top- 
heavy bureaucracy and stimulate 
the demoralised private sector 
are bearing fruit, officials said. 

Iren is gradually returning to 
international acceptability after 
resisting domestic fundamentalist 
pressure to side with Iraq du ring 
the Gulf war. It renewed ties with 
Saudi Arabia last week after a 
three-year hah. 

Winning the internal economic 
war is at least as important to 
Rafsanjani as any foreign policy 
victoiy. 

Most Iranians are concerned 


only with making enough money 
to food, clothe and house them- 
selves and their family. 

In their eyes, the reputation of 
Rafsanjani and his ream of tech- 
nocrats stands or falfo on their 
ability to provide them with the 
bases of life, and a few luxuries. 

The bank’s research team said 
in the report inflation was now in 
single figures, and the excess 
money the government printed in 
hope of spending its way out of 
trouble was being gradually 
soaked up by stricter monetary 
policies. 

Targets included, “simplifying 
bureaucratic formalities^ and re- 
ducing direct involvement of gov- 
ernment in the economy.” 

The report said the 1989-93 
five-year plan encouraged the 
participation of the private sec- 
tor, including the sale of state 
enterprises and the reactivation 
of the Tehran stock exchange. 

“These objectives could not be 
attained without implementing 
proper long-terra policies,” the 
report said. 

Independent economists may 
argue with the figures but they 
agree that in many areas things 
are getting no worse and may 
improve if government policies 


are given a chance to work. 

Leaving behind the 1980s has 
been a painful political process. 
Iran's a tte m pt to run a Successful 
economy for SS million people 
based on purist Islamic principles 
failed by most accepted standards 
of economic achievement. 

Instead, government ana nice on 
Western-style management, 
bureaucratic incompetence, a tir- 
ing eight-year war against Iraq, 
and low prices for Iranian crude 
oil, created rampant inflation, 
debased the currency and 
quashed the entrepreneurial spir-. 
n. 

Surviving radical politicians 
who see themselves as heirs of 
Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini re- 
main deeply suspicious of such 
Western basics as interest rates, 
the profit motive and free market 
tbeoiy. 

But their influence has de- 
clined and some Iranian political 
analysts think they received a 
mortal blow from their attempts 
to get Iran to side with Iraq 
during the Gulf war. 

Independent economists be- 
lieve Iran’s next task is to per- 
suade foreign investors and finan- 
ciers that the achievements it lays 
rl»im to are worth backing. 


U.S. index rises 1.1 per cent 


WASHINGTON (R) — The gov- 
ernment's main forecasting gauge 
for the economy’s future rose 
d u ring February for the first time 
since last June, flu; Commerce 
Department said Friday, a si gn 
recession’s grip may begin to 


i 


The index of leading indicators 
climbed by 1.1 per cent after a 
revised decline of 0.5 per cent in 
January that originally was re- 
ported as a 0.4 per cent fan. 

The department said Wednes- 
day the nation’s gross narirw at 
product, or GNP, shrank at a 
smaller 1.6 per cent annual rate in 
the final quarter of 1990 instead 
of a 2,0 per cent rate as previous- 
ly thought. 


The economy is expected to 
contract again in the current first 
quarter but the Bush administra- 
tion predicts growth will resume 
by mid-year after a short, mild 
recession. 

The leading indicators index is 
designed to reveal the direction 
of the economy three to nine 
months in advance and the 
February gain was stronger than 
Wall Street economists’ forecasts 
for a 0.8 per cent rise. 

February's rise was the 
strongest monthly gain in more 
than 2rV4 years, since a 1.6 per 
cent increase in June 1988. 

The de partment said seven of 
11 indicators that make up the 
index rose in February led by 


hi g her stock prices, improved 
consumer confidence, more 
bunding permits, a bigger money 
supply, more manufacturers’ 
orders for consumer goods and 
higher order backlogs and com- 
modity prices. 

Stock prices began rising sharp- 
ly in mid-January, after the war 
with Iraq began, and continued 
gaming well into February . De- 
partment officials said the stock 
market advance accounted for 
more than half the overall Febru- 
ary index rise. 

Three indicators were nega- 
tive, including higher jobless be- 
nefit claims, a shorter workweek 
and fewer contracts for plant 
and equipment. 


Japan emerges as big world investor 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Japan 
emerged in 1990 as the rising big 
spender in acquiring foreign busi- 
ness, putting out $18.04 billion to 
buy more than 200 companies, 
according to a new survey. 

But Japanese investors were 
still running second to the British. 
Britons spent $20,004 billion on 
foreign investment, but their 
spending was down. Japanese 
buying rose in each of the last 
three years. 

Britain has a long history of 
investment abroad. After World 
War n there was a long period 
when Japan could do little of it. 

The survey of 18 important 
industrial countries was done for 
KPMG Peat Marwick, the inter- 
national accounting firm, and 
appeared in the 1991 edition of its 
publication “Dealwatch.” Her- 
bert Adler, an American partner 
in the Amsterdam-based firm, 
described the survey. 


He pointed out tha t ambitious 
companies want to establish 
themselves quickly in fast- 
growing foreign markets. Acquir- 
ing established companies gives 
them a bigger share of the market 
for their products, and a prospect 
of more profit with less competi- 
tion. 

The prospect of reduced bar- 
riers to trade among the members 
of the European Community 
(EC) after 1992 makes companies 
in the EC’s 12 countries attractive 
targets for acquisition. Adler 
said. Last year two big electronics 
concerns in Britain, a member of 
the EC, were among the most 
important acquired by outside 
companies: SIC by Canadians 
for $2.6 billion and ICL by 
Japanese for $1.34 billion. 

“When mentioning 'ambitious 
companies', the Japanese are the 
first to come to mind,” Adler said 
in a statement that went with the 


survey. 

“They have emerged as the 
world's newest 'high roller' in the 
international mergers and ac- 
quisitions game...*” he noted. 

In an interview Friday be 
added that his Ann’s figures 
showed that Japan was first 
among foreign investors in the 
United States last year. 

“They have showed an over- 
whelming preference for buying 
in the U.S., where they bought 
121 companies — 59 per cent of 
their worldwide purchases — for 
513.9 billion,” Adler said. 

In the United States, the 
Japanese were followed by Bri- 
tons who put SZ0.4 billion into 
smaller transactions. France was 
third with S7.2 billion, followed 
by Germany, $4.3 billion and 
Switzerland, S3.4 billion. 

Briions had been the top fore- 
ign investors in the United States 
in 1989 with $16.9 billion worth of 


purchases, followed by Japanese 
with $12.7 billion. Adler said. 

But in 1990 the British turned 
more to investment at home. 
They spent only $1 on foreign 
acquisitions for every SS they 
spent on new plants and equip- 
ment in Britain. In 1988, the ratio 
was 1:3 

Although Japanese investors 
send a smaller proportion of their 
money abroad, they have more to 
invest: Japan's annual income is 
more than three times Britain's. 

The biggest deal last year was 
the acquisition by Japanese of 
MCA, the U.S. entertainment 
company, by Matsushita for S6.6 
billion. 

“Japanese... even became con- 
fident enough to make acquisi- 
tions in the face of local opposi- 
tion,” Adler said. 

The survey showed U.S. com- 
panies also active in buying up 
foreign companies. Their purch- 


ases were in fourth place, $15,846 
billion, after French acquisitions 
of $16,373 billion. 

The second-largest deal re- 
ported during the year was the 
purchase by Philip Morris of 
Switzerland’s Jacobs Sue hard 
chocolate-maker for $3.8 billion. 

Among the most aggressive of 
international investors were the 
Swedes, who have a much smaller 
economy. The $9,549 billion they 
spent on foreign acquisitions 
amounted to nearly $1 for every 
S4 they invested at home. 

The rise of Japan’s overall in- 
vestment in this country 
apparently went counter to the 
trend in real estate. A survey 
released last Wednesday by Ken- 
neth Leventhal and Co., an 
accounting firm that specialises in 
real estate, said Japanese bought 
$13.06 billion worth in 1990, 
down from $14.7 billion the year 
before. 


Romania devalues leu 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania's 
national bank Friday announced 
a 41 .6 per cent devaluation of the 
leu to 60 per dollar at the official 
exchange rate, the state news 
agency Rompres reported. 

The devaluation of the official 
rate was in keeping with the 
National Salvation Front govern- 
ment’s policy of a gradual move 
towards currency convertibility as 
part of its programme for build- 
ing a market economy. 

The new rate of 60 lea to the 
dollar would take effect Monday, 
Rompres said. The devaluation 
was announced after banks had 
closed for the weekend. 

The previous official rate was 
35 leu to the dollar. 

Romania last devalued the leu 
oa Nov. 1 from 21 to 35 per 
dollar. 

Since then the government has 
introduced an embryonic foreign ex- 
change market through daily inter- 
bank currency auctions involvin g six 
banks as part of the drive towards 
convertibility. 

In the inter-bank market, the 
leu trades for as much as 200 per 


dollar, which is close to the black 
market rate. 

In April the auctions will be 
broadened to allow ordinary 
citizens to buy and sell currency 
through the banks, a move 
amounting to semi-legalisation of 
the - black market. 

But tbe government intends to 
keep the parallel official ex- 
change rate as a form of subsidy 
for industries heavily dependent 
on imported raw materials, sucb 
as the energy sector, in order to 
avoid too great a price shock for 
the population. 

Oa Monday the government is 
also going ahead with a planned 
liberalisation of the prices of sta- 
ple foods and essential services, a 
policy agreed with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) m 
exchange for $1 billion worth of 
financial assistance this year. 

Trade unions, opposition par- 
ties and splinter groups in the 
ruling party have voiced opposi- 
tion to the programme, which 
they say was too hastily and 
clumsily prepared and gives in- 
adequate protection to the poor. 


Moroccan 

tourism 

flourishes 

RABAT (R) — The number of 
tourists visiting Morocco surged 
by over 18 per cent last year and 
earning s rose by 22 per cent 
despite a slump in world-wide 
tourism during the Gulf crisis, the 
tourism ministry has said. 

But the number of European 
tourists was down. 

Nearly three million foreigners 
visited Morocco, half of them 
from neighbouring Algeria, while 
the number of Europeans fell by 
nearly seven per cent to 1.18 
million, tbe ministry said. 

Daring the Golf crisis several 
European governments advised 
their nationals not to visit North 
Africa. 

The ministry said that com- 
pared to 1989 income from tour- 
ism rose by 22 per cent to 10.5 
billion dir hams ($1.31 billion). 


China defence budget needs aid 
despite hefty increase — official 


BEIJING (R) — China’s defence 
industry must shift more produc- 
tion to civilian goods to help to 
cover costs despite a 12 per cent 
rise in the military budget this 
year, a senior official for technol- 
ogy said Friday. 

“We don't see too much help 
from this (increase),” said Jin 
Zhude, head of tbe China Asso- 
ciation for the Peaceful Use of 
Military Industrial Technology, 
an agency that helps defence 
plants to shift production to the 


civilian sector. 

“We can’t rely on the central 
government to bail ns out,” he 
noted. 

China has budgeted 325 billion 
yuan ($63 billion) for defence 
spending in 1991 compared with 
29 billion ($5.6 trillion) last year. 

It is the second consecutive 
year of big budget increases for 
the army, which came to the aid 
of China's beleaguered commun- 
ist mlers and quelled pro- 
democracy unrest in 1989. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, March 30, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Surfing 
Dentschemarfc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Bay 

680.0 

Sen 

684.0* 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

483.2 

486.1 

1188-1 

1195.2 

Dutch guilder 

355.6 

357.7 

400.2 

402.6 

Swedish crown 

110.0 

110.7 

469-9 

472.7 

Italian fin (for 100) 

53.8 

54.1 

118-3 

119.0 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

194.0 

195.2 


Western military analysts say 
much of the actual defence 
spending is not included in the 
published budget 
Some of tbe spemfing supports 
factories that employ millions of 
workers grouped under the minis- 
try of national defence. 

Many of these plants have ex- 
perienced a redaction in demand 
for their nrifitaiy products be- 
cause of a cut is the size of toe 
armed forces in recent years. The 
militar y is estimated at just over 
three million strong, down one 
minion from its peak. 

Factories that once produced 
ammunition, tanksor aircraft are 
now turning out bicycles, re- 
frigerators and trucks among 
other non-military goods, as well 
'as their more traditional pro- 
ducts, to make ends meet. 

Defence plants torn out 10,000 
different civilian products, 
accounted for about two-thirds of 
their output, Jin said. 


A missile plant in southwestern 
Guizhou province produces re- 
frigerators while an aircraft fac- 
tory in the central dty of Xian 
makes textile machinery. The 
military accounts for 12 per cent 
of all car and track production 
and 60 per cent of motorcycles, 
Jin said. 

Loans from Beijing, contribu- 
tions from focal governments and 
tax cots help to ease toe transi- 
tion. > 

“We are not like the West We 
can’t dose these factories down 
and we can’t lay people off,” Jin 
said. 

The association is in fact a 
government office set up jointly 
by toe State Planning Commis- 
sion, the State Science and Tech- 
nology Commission and the State 
Commission of Science, Technol- 
ogy and Industry for National 
Defence. 

“We are not like other associa- 
tions,” Jin said. 



IATA expects world 
air traffic to grow 
only 3% this year 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Public 
concern about air travel as a 
result of file Gulf crisis would 
help hold world airline traffic 
growth down to around three per 
cent in 1991, less than half the 
usual rate, the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) 
has said. 

“The industry has lost at least 
six months of growth,” IATA 
Director General Gunter Eser 
told an air travel symposium. 
“We may end the year having 
achieved three per cent traffic 
growth.... (instead of) the more 


usual six to seven per cent." 

In January, the month the Gulf 
war broke out, carriers’ revenue 
slumped more than $1 billion 
with one eighth of usual passen- 
ger traffic avoiding air travel. 

“February is probably worse, 
with some recovery coming only 
in the current month,” Eser said. 

The collapse in business in tbe 
first two months of this year 
follows heavy losses in 1990, 
when fuel prices soared after 
Iraq’s invasion and annexation of 
Kuwait 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of one bedroom, one sitting room, kitchenette, 
ice-box, bathroom, telephone, television and central heat- 
ing. 

Location: Near the Latin Church, Jabal Luweibdeh, 
Amman 

Tel: 624878 


PERSIAN RUGS FOR SALE 

☆ Qum ☆ Tabriz ☆ Khurasan ☆ Shiraz ☆ 
Naieen. 

Different colours, sizes and ages, silk and woo!. 

Please contact Tel. 666076. 


DENTAL CLINIC 

^br.^4funi & Sbr.JJarJ>a& 

From 8.00 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sweifieh. Opposite to Sofara Bakery 
Homing Bank Building - 2nd floor 
Tel: 826515 

Filipino dental assistant needed. 



AT THE BRITISH COUNCIL 

Arabic Classes 

Colloquial Jordanian Arabic 
for BEGINNERS 
Dates: twice weekly, evenings, 21 
April— 18 June 
Fee JD 70 

Registration: 3,6,9,10 April, 

1 pm to 5 pm 


P and O hoists storm 
flag as profits tumble 


LONDON (R) — Peninsular and 
Oriental (P and O) Steam 
Navigation Company, one of Bri- 
tain's oldest firms, has Mamed a 
30 per cent fell in 1990 pre-tax 
profits on recession and toe Gulf 
crisis, adding it was still not out of 
toe trough. 

P and O chairman Lord Jeffrey 
Sterling said 1991 might not even 
equal 1990’s results despite some 
pick-up in business since the end 
of toe Gulf war. 

“After the end of the Gulf 
conflict, there are some signs of 
economic improvement for toe 
rest of this current year," Sterling 
said. 

“However, this is unlikely to 
impact on our results soon 
enough for 1991 to be anything 
but disappointing and the out- 
come... could fell short of 1990,” 
he added. 

Tbe company, which has busi- 
ness interests range from shipping 
to building and services, said 
pre-tax profits in 1990 fell to 
£261.3 million ($462 million) 
from £376.7 million (5666 mil- 
lion) the previous year. 

Sterling said the recovery in 


consumer confidence since the 
end of toe Gulf war could be too 
late to help P and O's battered 
housebuilding, construction and 
development division, which 
trades under the name of Bovis. 

This division saw 1990 operat- 
ing profit shrivel to £15.8 million 
($27.9 million) from £155.6 mil- 
lion ($275 million). 

P and O also said it expected 
profits from its cruise activities to 
fall by $50 million in 1991 because 
it had to reschedule two ships 
from the Mediterranean to the 
Caribbean. 

Sterling rejected speculation in 
financial markets that the com- 
pany might join a recent rush for 
share rights issues to bolster its 
assets. The group has about £1.3 
billion ($2.30 billion) of debt 
against £1.74 biUion (S3.08 bil- 
lion) of capita] and reserves. 

“We haven’t given it one 
second’s thought," he said. 

P and O is in the middle of a 
£1.5 billion ($2.65 billion) capital 
expenditure programme to up- 
grade its ships, London's Earls 
Court exhibition centre and toe 
English port of Felixstowe. 
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FOR SALE 

PHOTOCOPIER 
MACHINE 
PHOTOCOPIER 
MACHINE TYPE 
MINOLTA 350 Z (ZOOM) 
EXCELLNT CONDITION 
. FREE MAINTENANCE 
, FOR SIX MONTHS 


PLEASE CALL 829014 
TBSSSSSSSSS 



MAID WANTED 

Filipino or Sri Lankan maid, needed to work at a 
home. 

Should be efficient and willing to live-in. 

Call Tel: 680552 


c^Lqaba 

Apartotel 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

Call Aqaba tel.: 03/313512, Fax: 03/314339. 
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AIR-SEA-LAND 




PACKING & 

STORAGE 
CRATING 
FORWARDING 
INSURANCE 
CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE & 
TRANSIT FORMALITIES 
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JORDAN EXPRESS CO. 

TEL: 662723*2 P.O.BOX 2143 CABLE: JORD EX-AMMAN FAX 601507 
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Gorbachev ready to take up 
territorial stalemate with Japan 

Bum 


TOKYO (Rl — Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, hoping to 
end almost five decades of cold 
war confrontation with Japan, 
will discuss a long-standing ter- 
ritorial dispute when he arrives in 
Tokyo in mid- April, his foreign 
minister said Saturday. 

Alexander Bessmertnykh did 
not promise a breakthrough, but 
went further than any other 
Soviet official in saying Moscow 
was ready to negotiate its border 
with Japan and conclude a peace 
treatv to put a formal end to 
World War II. 

“An important issue related to 
the peace treaty concerns is 
where to draw the boundary be- 
tween our two countries, 1 ' he told 
a Tokyo news conference. 

“1 believe that there will be 
serious and intensive talks on this 
issue during the Soviet-Japan 
summit meeting." 

While Western powers have 
improved relations with Moscow 
in recent years, Japan has re- 
mained aloof. Tokyo has refused 
to sign a peace treaty or to 
improve economic relations with 
Moscow until it regains four is- 
lands — Habomai. Shikotan. 
Kunashiri and Btorofu — seized 
by Soviet troops in 1945. 

Bessmertnykh said Moscow ex- 
pected Tokyo to drop its refusal 
to consider economic cooperation 
until outstanding political issues 
have been resolved. 

“If you continue to link politic- 
al and economic factors, then you 
will only be holding up improve- 
ments in both these areas." 

In recent days, senior Japanese 
officials have said they would 
accept recognition of Tokyo's 


sovereignty over the four islands as 
sufficient grounds to conclude the 
peace treaty. 

Bessmertnykh, visiting Tokyo for 
the first time as foreign minister, 
said the issue of where to draw the 
line between the Soviet and 
Japanese islands in the northern 

Pacific should be decided on the 
basis of international law. 

Moscow maintains that the 
wartime Yalta pact gave it control 
over all the Kuriles, including the 
four disputed islands. 

Japan says three treaties signed 
with Tsarist Russia between 1855 
and 1905 gave it sovereignty over 
the tiny, barren islands and ex- 
cluded them from the Kuriles. 

Bessmertnykh appeared apo- 
logetic over Moscow's stance. 

“For a long time we refused to 
acknowledge that a problem ex- 
isted,” he said. “We were like an 
ostrich with our head stuck in the 
sand." 

Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama, concluding two days 
of talks with Bessmertnykh, said 
he hoped bilateral ties would 
improve. 

“I now believe that our two 
countries can fundamentally im- 
prove relations," he told repor- 
ters. 

Japanese officials said they de- 
tected a softening of the Soviet 
position. 

'‘Looking back over the past 
two years, it’s clear that the 
Soviet Union's attitude is much 
more seious," a Japanese Foreign 
Ministry official said. 

Rumours circulate almost daily 
that Gorbachev is on the verge of 
returning the two islands closest 
to Japan, Habomai and Shikotan. 



to secure, billions of dollars in 
Japanese economic assistance. 

Bessmertnykh said a 1956 
agreement, in which Moscow 
offered to return those two is- 
lands, would have to be consi- 
dered in future negotiations. 

“We must consider the 1956 
agreement at this point in Soviet- 
Japan relations but the situation 
now has changed,” be said. 

Japan, under U.S. pressure. 


spurned the 1956 pact and the 
Soviet Union retracted it when 
Tokyo and Washington con- 
cluded a security agreement m 
1960 at the height of the cold war. 

Gorbachev, who will be the first 
Kremlin leader to visit Japan when 
he arrives on April 16, is to sign 15 
agreements boosting cooperation in 
the fields of trade, science and 
technology and culture. Soviet and 
Japanese officials said. 


Albanians 
vote in 
free 

elections 

today 

TIRANA. Albania (AP) — The 
opposition, buoyed bv exuberant 
crowds at its final rally in the 
capital, pressed the ruling Com- 
munists as the campaign for his- 
torical parliamentary elections 
came to an end. 

“The darkness is beginning to 
lift,” Sali Berisha. of the main 
opposition Democratic Party, 
told tens of thousands of wildly 
enthusiastic supporters Friday on 
Tirana's Democracy Square. 

The crowd punctuated 
speeches by Democratic Party 
leaders with chants of “our votes 
are for you” “freedom, democra- 
cy” and “wc want Albania like 
Europe.” 

in contrast, the ruling Com- 
munist Parry of Labour packed 
5.51X1 invited guests into Tirana's 
Palace of Congresses for a speech 
by the party leader. President 
Ramiz Alia, to the voters of his 
electoral district. 

At slake in Sunday's election 
arc 250 seats in the one-chamber 
People's Assembly parliament, 
which must deal with the coun- 
try's economic disaster and codify 
reforms that the Communists 
have begun implementing under 
pressure from the democracy 
movement. 

Earlier Friday. Alia told fore- 
ign journalists he would like to 
sec an all-party coalition regard- 
less of the outcome of the vote, 
the first multiparty election in 
Albania in more than 6H years. 

But the Democratic Party lead- 
ers appeared to be in no mood for 
a coalition. 

“U we win the election, we will 
choose the president," Berisha 
said. 

Poverty and primitive com- 
munications make the outcome of 
Sunday's election extremely hard 
to predict. The Democratic Party 

is thought to have an upper hand 
among young people and city 
dwellers. 

Communists are thought to 
have stronger support in the 
countryside, where about two- 
thirds of Albania's 3.2 million 
people live. 

Alia's rally marked an effort to 
try to ensure he wins his par- 
liamentary scat in Tirana. His 
district, no. 218. was where the 
Party of Labour's Tirana branch 
was founded in 1941. 

But the Democratic Party may- 
have stronger support than the 
Communists in the capital. 

Alia called on Albanians to 
show “understanding, toler- 
ance... and discipline" before the 
vole. 

Unlike the spontaneous crowds 
at the Democratic Party rally, 
Alia's chanting supporters inter- 
rupted his speech at measured 
intervals of a few minutes. 

“Yes. wc will follow the Party 
of Labour... as you think. Ramiz 
Alia.” they shouted. 

Alia declined at the news con- 
ference to be specific about his 
own fate if his party loses. 


U.N. resumes food aid to Angola 


LUANDA (AP) — A United 
Nations Programme to feed an 
estimated 2 million Angolans re- 
sumed Friday after a three-month 
halt. 

Forty-five trucks flying the 
U.N. flag left the central Angolan 
port of Lobito early friday to 
deliver maize, beans and veget- 
able oil in the interior provinces 
of Huambo and Bie, officials 
said. 

Another convoy headed out 
from the capital Luanda to the 
port of Sumbe, 270 kilometres 
south. 

The U.N. launched the relief 
effort last Nov. 2 to deliver $70 
million worth of food, clothes and 
medicines throughout Angola 
over a six-month period. 

The southern African nation 
suffered a severe drought last 
year. Its agriculture has been 
ravaged by 16 years of civil war 


between tbe government and 
U.S.-backed UNITA rebels. 

But Angolan authorities 
ordered deliveries stopped Dec. 
21. saying the rebels were dis- 
rupting transport to areas under 
government control. 

UNITA said it never attacked 
aid convoys. 

Rebel leader Jonas Savimbi 
said earlier this month UNTTA 
would scale bade military action 
in anticipation of a ceasefire 
which both sides say they want to 
sign next month. 

But die government said its 
forces suffered through heavy re- 
bel attacks this week. 

Government television re- 
ported Friday the rebels occupied 
and sacked the port of N’zeto, 
160 kilometres north of Luanda. 

The report said 10 people died 
and 200 civilians were kidnapped 
by the rebels. 


Foreign companies operating 
Angola's offshore oil exploration 
use N’zeto as a supply post. 

UNITA, the National Union 
for the Total Liberation of Ango- 
la, has been fighting since the 
country's independence from 
Portugal in 1975 to force the 
Soviet-backed government to 
share power. 

This week parliament partially 
revised the country's Marxist- 
inspired constitution, which en- 
shrined a one-party system, to 
allow the creation of opposition 
political forces. 

Government and rebel delega- 
tions have arranged to meet April 
3 in Portugal to further plans for a 
truce, but they remain divided 
over the timing of free elections. 

UNITA says they should be 
held by May 1992. The govern- 
ment insists three yeans are 
needed to organise a vote. 


Major’s dismissal of academic 
qualifications causes furore 


LONDON (Rj — A remark by 
British Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor that common sense was more 
important than academic qual- 
ifications has sparked a row 
which could hound him right up 
to the next general election. 

Major, who turns 48 Saturday, 
confessed in a television inter- 
view that he was “pretty idle" at 
school — he left at the age of 16 
and was unemployed before get- 
ting a job in a bank. 

He said he believed intelli- 
gence and common sense were 
more important than a string of 
academic qualifications and he 
himself was schooled in “the uni- 
versity of life." 

“I know an awful lot of people 
who have an armful of academic 
qualifications and ... they are 
wholly useless, most of them." he 
said in the interview to be 

screened Monday. 

Opposition members of parlia- 
ment immediately rounded on 
Major, saving his view made a 
mockery of his own declaration to 
his Conservative party a month 
ago that education would top his 


political agenda for the 1990s. 

“No wonder Britain is slipping 
down the economic and educa- 
tional leagues if this is tbe atti- 
tude of the prime minister.” said 
labour Party education spokes- 
man Jack Straw. 

“To say that qualifications do 
not matter makes a mockery of 
the government's educational 
policy." 

Matthew Taylor, education 
spokesman for the Centrist Liber- 
al Democrats, said: “We now 
know why the Conservative Party 
has so under-invested in educa- 
tion. They do not think it mat- 
ters.” 

Major's father was once a 
circus trapeze artist and Taylor 
added: “Presumably the prime 
minister wifi be recommending 
next that children run away to the 
circus if they want to get on.” 

Politicians said Major's re- 
marks gave ammunition to the 
opposition to attack the govern- 
ment during campaigning for the 
next general election, which must 
be held by mid-1992 but which 
many believe could be called this 



John Major 

year. 

Major also said in the Granada 
Television interview that he 
hated the intrusions into his 
privacy that being prime minister 
entailed and he vowed never to 
resort to an ‘image-maker” to 
change public perceptions of him 
as dull. 


Mandela, 
Buthelezi 
discuss 
end to 
violence 

DURBAN (AP) — Black leader 
Nelson Mandela and his main 
political rival sought Saturday an 
end to chronic violence between 
their backers that has left scores 
dead and could harm anti- 
apartheid talks. 

Mangosuthu Buthelezi. leader 
to Inkatha Freedom Party, im- 
mediately called on President 
F.W. De Klerk and Mandela to 
work with him to curb faction 
fighting. 

“As three leaders, the state 
president, yourself and myself 
should meet now to establish 
common purpose and to establish 
channels of communication ... 
that will be needed when there is 
a need to take urgent action,” 
Buthelezi said in a memorandum 
to Mandela. 

But he added: “Quite dearly, 
neither the ANC nor (Inkatha) 
can command peace into exist- 
ence overnight." 

Before the talks began, the 
South African Broadcasting 
Corp. reported another 19 people 
dead in unrest in Natal province, 
including an attack with AK-47 
assault rifles and hand grenades 
that killed six men. 

“Violence is increasing and a 
large number of our people 
throughout tbe country are being 
slaughtered,” ANC leader Man- 
dela told an airport news confer- 
ence before be left Johannesburg 
for Durban, tbe largest city in 
Natal province. 

Mandela arrived in Durban 
early Saturday afternoon and the 
meeting began shortly after- 
wards. 

His flight was delayed more 
than two hours by a bomb scare, 
the South African Press Assoda- 
tion (SAPA) reported. It said an 
English-speaking man tele- 
phoned South African Airways 
Saturday and said a bomb had 
been placed on the plane. 

All passeogera were removed 
from the plane, which was sear- 
ched, an airline spokesman told 
SAPA. No explosive was found, 
SAPA reported. 

Saturday’s meeting is the lead- 
ers' second in two months. The 
former friends, now political riv- 
als, had not met for 28 years 
before their Jan. 29 peace sum- 
mit. Mandela was released last 
year after 27 years in jail. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC) leader also canceled 
Saturday a two-week tour of four 
African nations. He had been 
scheduled to depart Thursday for 
Senegal, Tunisia. Ghana and the 
Ivory coast. 

Mandela said work on an ANC 
initiative aimed at stopping the 
violence, to be addressed Thurs- 
day ‘at an extraordinary meeting 
of its top leadership, required 
him to stay in South Africa. He 
did not disclose details of the 
initiative. 

Buthelezi told a morning news 
conference he welcomed the 
ANCs initiative, but refused to 
provide details. He said the two 
leaders might soon meet with De 
Klerk to discuss the violence and 
what he called the false percep- 
tion that only ANC and Inkatha 
supporters were involved. 

Mandela and Buthelezi both 
said they bad spoken regularly 
since the January summit, but in 
light of the recent wave of vio- 
lence Mandela said he could “no 
longer do so at a distance." 

Mandela said he called the 
urgent meeting because of the 
recent wave of violence in 
townships near Johannesburg, 
which he said required more than 
long-distance talks. 

"This is a man-to-man meet- 
ing," he said. 

Mandela and Buthelezi also 
said the continuing violence did 
not mean the January peace sum- 
mit had failed. 


Mali to hold democratic 
elections by January 


BAMAKO, Mali (Agencies) — 
Army coup leaders have agreed 
to share power with civilians, 
saying they would hold the coun- 
try’s first democratic elections in 
22 years by January, official radio 
said Saturday. 

The agreement Friday came 
three days after rioting prompted 
the army-led ouster of Gen. 
Moussa Traore. It allayed fears 
that one military dictatorship 
would be replaced by another in 
this West African nation. 

Pro-democracy leaders had 
said they would call a general 
strike if the military government, 
led by Lt.-Col Amadou Toumai 
Toure, did not agree to share 
power with them. 

Mali's new military rulers have 
agreed to a power sharing 
arrangement with civilians and a 
speedy return to civilian rule, said 
the communique. 

Tbe ruling military Council for 
National Reconciliation agreed 
Friday to create a 25-member 
transitional committee for nation- 
al salvation, Mali radio said. 

Earlier this week, the army 
arrested President Moussa 
Traore after pro-democracy de- 
monstrations in which at least 200 
people were killed. 


Fifteen members of the com- 
mittee will come from pro- 
democracy groups and 10 mem- 
bers from the military, the com- 
munique said. 

The new ruling body would 
organise a national conference 
within three months, rewrite the 
constitution to legalise political 
opposition, establish a caretaker 

government, and set a date for 
free elections to be held before 
Jan. 1, 1992, he said. 

Soldiers would return to their 
barracks by that date, he said. 
The announcement was made af- 
ter an hour-long meeting with 
leaders of Mali's Committee of 
Democratic Associations, an 
umbrella group including political 
movements, trade unions and 
professional organisations such as 
tbe Mali Bar Association. 

Traore was arrested by para- 
troopers reportedly at Bamako 
International Airport as he tried 
to flee the country in the early 
hours of Tuesday morning. Toure 
has said that Traore and his fami- 
ly as well as other leaders of his 
military government were being 
held under heavy guard. He has 
not said what will happen to 
Traore. 


Indian forces 
prevent Kashmiri 
demonstration 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — Indi- 
an security forces blocked a ma- 
jor rally called by separatist Kash- 
miri militants to mark the 
anniversary Saturday of the death 
Qf a colleague in a gunbattle. 

Militants told reporters they 
expected several hundred 
thousand people to turn up for a 
rally in Srinagar on the first 
anniversary of the death of 
Ashfaq Majeed Wani, a senior 
member of the Jaramn and Kash- 
mir Liberation Front (JKLF). 

But the Indian government re- 
fused to lift a curfew to allow the 
rally to take place, and witnesses 
said paramilitary police moved in 
force into a big open space in 


Srinagar’s old city where Wani is 
buried in a “martjrs’ graveyard." 

Militants had announced a sus- 
pension of hostilities for the dura- 
tion of the rally at Wani’s grave, 
but officials said tbe government 
had ignored it. 

Witnesses said militants then 
staged hit-and-run attacks from 
the old city's narrow alleys on the 
paramilitary police who moved 
into the area. 

Police said one militant wear- 
ing a bullet-proof jacket was kil- 
led and seven civilians wounded. 

Police have reported the deaths 
of about 2,400 people in the 
separatist campaign since it 
erupted in January, 1990. 


Bush campaign manager, 
Atwater, dies at 40 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Lee 
Atwater, the rough and tumble 
political tactician who managed 
President George Bush's 1988 
campaign and went on to head 
the Republican Parry, died Fri- 
day. 

The 40-year-old South Caroli- 
nian had battled a brain tumour 
for more than a year. 

Atwater died at George 
Washington University Hospital 
at 6:24 a.m. (1124 GMT), accord- 
ing to Mary Matalin, chief of staff 
of the Republican National Com- 
mittee. 

A wiry, driven man constantly 
in motion, Atwater was at the 
peak of an extraordinary career 
when he was stricken. 

Not only had be run a presiden- 
tial campaign and become chair- 
man of the Republican Party, but 
he also had attained his dream of 
performing with some of the 
greatest rhythm and blues musi- 
cians. 

President George Bush, Atwa- 
ter's longtime friend and patron, 
said Atwater “will always be in 
our memories.” 

“I'm very saddened. Barbara 
and I are heartsick about it. Our 
whole family is.” Bosh said dur- 
ing a picture-taking ceremony at 
the White House. “Lee was very 
close to my sons and daughters as 
well as to Barbara and me. He 
suffered a lot.” 

Atwater, often controversial, 
made his mark in politics. 

“A reputation as a fierce and 
ugly campaigner has dogged me." 
Atwater once conceded. “While I 


didn't invent ‘negative politics,' I 
am one of its most ardent practi- 
tioners." 

Early in the 1988 presidential 
campaign against Michael Duka- 
kis. Atwater bluntly told a Re- 
publican audience: 

“If I can make Willie Horton a 
household name, well win the 
election." 

He succeeded on both counts. 
Horton was a convicted murderer 
who raped a woman while on a 
weekend furlough from a prison 
in Massachusetts, where Dukakis 
was governor. The Bush cam- 
paign used the incident to portray 
Dukakis as a liberal who was soft 
on crime. 

During his long fight against 
the tumour. Atwater publicly 
apologised to the targets of his 
political tactics. 

Ina first-person article pub- 
lished in January in Life maga- 
zine, Atwater wrote, “in 1988, 
fighting Dukakis. I said that I 
‘would strip the bark off the little 
bastard' and ‘make Willie Horton 
his running mate.’ I am sorry for 
both statements: The first for its 
named cruelty, the second be- 
cause it makes me sound racist, 
which I am not.” 

"We obviously were on oppo- 
site sides of a tough and negative 
campaign, but at least he had the 
courage to apologise. That says a 
lot for the man,” Dukakis said 
Friday. “My heart goes out to his 
family. It is always a tragedy 
when someone this young with a 
family is taken." 


6 months after reunification, change looks more difficult in Germany 


BERLIN (AP) — Even blind- 
folded, a traveler would know it 
was east Germany. The acrid 
odor of brown coal still assaults 
the nostrils in what was. until six 
months ago. the richest Com- 
munist economic zone in the 
world. 

Take the blindfold off. The 
countryside is marred by strip 
mines, and seemingly endless 
blocky buildings known as 
“apartment silos” make the cities 
ugly. 

Banners fluttering over used- 
car-lots. a new phenomenon, pro- 
vide the only colour in many 
small towns. The last coat of 
paint, of distant memory, suc- 
cumbed to the coal smoke long 
ago. 

What does one hear, six 
months after the Germanys were 
united? 

Eastern Germans complain ab- 
out lost jobs and the uncertainty 
of social services. They bemoan a 
lack of eagerness in the capitalist 
world to rebuild and reorganise a 


region where communism flunk- 
ed the economic test and Stalin- 
ism alienated the people. 

“As long as economic and so- 
cial conditions are not the same 
as in the west, people in the east 
will feel like second-class 
citizens." said Mario Kobelt. a 
20-year-old from a small town in 
Thuringia. 

Young people like Kobelt 
should have little trouble making 
the transition to capitalism, but 
many others may be too old to 
break the Communist habit. 
Complaints about economic 
hardship are growing in eastern 
Germany and politicians fear se- 
rious unrest would frighten inves- 
ted away. 

Germany is in a time of im- 
mense change that now looks 
more difficult than in the heady 
days of November 1989 — when 
the Berlin Wall came down — 
and since reunification last Oct. 
3- 

Measured by some of Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl's own goals. 


unification can be judged a fai- 
lure. 

It was supposed to be accom- 
plished without higher taxes, but 
many tax rates are being raised to 
produce $15 billion a year. 

Political and economic union 
was supposed to stop the flight of 
east Germans to the west. The 
government says people continue 
moving west at the rare of 15.000 
people a month, and 300,000 
commute from what once were 
border towns to jobs in the west. 

In the world's eyes, reunifica- 
tion is a success. It has produced a 
country of 78 million Germans 
that still has the biggest economy 
in Europe, even with the drag of 
the 16 million easterners, and was 
the world's leading exporter 
again in 1990- 

Germany remains dedicated to 
peace, so much so that it stayed 
off the military bandwagon when 
other European countries sent 
soldiers to the Gulf war. It is 
moving slowly both to shrink its 
military forces and modify the 


constitution to allow the use of 
troops on foreign missions. 

The federal government will be 
preoccupied for years with the 
integration of eastern Germany, 
for which it has budgeted $59 
billion in 1991, roughly what the 
United States spent on the Gulf 
war. 

Even with such immense in- 
vestment, Bonn says three to five 
years will be needed to raise the 
east to -western living standards. 

Awareness of the cost has 
helped reduce the mark's value 
against the dollar by more than 15 
per cent. 

Fritz Doleschal. a Munich 
accountant, has worked part-time 
in Dresden since October to help 
revive formerly Communist-run 
industries, and finds endless frus- 
trations. 

He said easterners don't have 
the western habits of hard work 
and independent thinking. 

The accountant gave a task to a 
man with an advanced degree in 
economics and “he said he didn't 


know how." 

“I said he had to think and find 
out what to do," Doleschal said. 
“He said he had only ever work- 
ed in a collective. Well, they had 
a lot of discussions, but it was 
only to kill time, not to find a new 
way. because that was forbid- 
den." 

Axel Zerdick, professor of 
communications policy at the 
Free University of Berlin, spent 
six months working with easter- 
ners as co-chairman of a commit- 
tee on broadcasting. He decided 
the use of language was the prob- 
lem. 

Westerners start negotiations 
with an overstated position and 
expect to find a compromise 
accompanied by light banter, he 
said, but easterners view that as 
arrogant, impolite or frivolous. 

Easterners were “deformed by 
the pervasive Stasi (secret police) 
syndrome," he said, either par- 
roting the accepted line or using 
vague language if they didn’t 
know the line. . 


‘ Zerdick's committee agreed 
unanimously on recommenda- 
tions for public broadcasting in 
eastern Germany, despite those 
communications problems, but 
now he’s angry with politicians. 

“The choices are nor hard, but 
the politicians are delaying,” he 
Mid “Delay in this and other 
fields permits deteriorations. 

We need to keep the best people" 
not to have them go off to Coll 
ogne or somewhere else in the 
west. 

There are bright spots. 

Last week, it finally became 
■S 25 ble to telephone 

*«>■>> *e western 
part of the city. A simple 9 has 
replaced the complicated interna 
£»lsy*e m c MSfafS 

°«niany and east Berlin 
Aa important hindrance' to in 
vestment in the east was 

m nud-March.^ e “ S^ d 

decided they could sell ^ Qes 

to entrepreneurs even if 



Stallone 
crashes into 
photographer’s car 

BEVERLY HILLS. California 
(AP) — Actor Sylvester Stallone 
and a bodyguard allegedly 
crashed their cars into a photo-" 
grapher's vehicle during a wild 
pursuit that began outside a Sun- 
set strip bar. police said. Stallone 
said the photographer was the 
bad guy in a chase that he said 
“was like an excerpt out of the 
French Connection." the 1971 
movie thriller highlighted by 
Gene Hackman's car chase 
through New York City. But the 
photogrpher, who’s identity was 
not released by authorities, ac- 
cused Stallone and his body- 
guard. Gary Compton, of pur- 
posely crashing their cars into his i 
after a confrontation outside the 
bar. The police report, filed by" 
the photographer and his com- 
panion, alleges assault with a 
deadly weapon, meaning the cars 
driven by Stallone and Compton. 
Police said the incident would be 
investigated before the district 
attorney's office decides if it 
should prosecute the case. Both 
the police report and Stallone 
said the incident started outside a 
bar where the photographer was 
taking pictures, but the similarities 
end there. Stallone, 44, the star 
of the Rambo and Rocky films, 
said the photographer pursued 
him when he drove away from the - — 
bar with an unidentified woman 
around 1:30 a.m. The photo-" ~ 
grapher drove toward his 
Mercedes-Benz 500 SL, made an 
"obscene gesture" and within the 
next two minutes, “he hit the 
back, the front and then along the 
side" of the car, causing minor a 
damage, Stallone said. The police^' 
report says it was the bodyguard 
who approached the photo- 
grapher and a companion, also 
identified as a photographer, 
around 2 a.m. as they sat in a car 
across from the bar. said Beverly 
Hills Police spokesman Lt. Frank 
Salcido. 

India to burn furs 

NEW DELHI (R) — The Indian 
government has said it would 
publicly bum confiscated furs 
worth $360,000 to boost the fight 
to preserve the country's pro- 
tected wildlife from smugglers 
feeding the fashion trade. Five 
articles made from the fur of the 
rare Himalayan snow leopard and 
46 leopard skins were among 
items confiscated by the govern- 
ment. it said in a statement. The 
statement did not specify what 
would go on the bonfire due to be 
lit in Delhi on April 18 under the . 
eye of India's “green queen",# 
Environment Minister Maneka \ 
Gandhi. $ 

Restaurant exposed 
for selling human 
flesh dumplings 

PEKING (R) — A restaurant in 
China has been exposed for serv- 
ing dumplings stuffed with human 
flesh — which proved to be a hit 
with unwitting customers. Wang 
Guang offered them in his White 
Temple Restaurant from 1987. - 
according to the March 23 edition 
of Hainan Special Zone Daily. 

His brother Hui. a crematorium 
worker, supplied him with flesh 
hacked from the buttocks and 
thighs of corpses, it said. “He 
ground them up. then mixed the 
flesh with lots of spices for fear^f 
that customers would taste the 
difference.” the newspaper said. 

He billed them as Sichuan-style 

dumplings." The Western pro- 
vince Sichuan is famous for its 
spicy food. The location of 
Wang's establishment was not 
given. “The dumplings were very 
popular because they were cheap 
and delicious.” the report said. 
"The restaurant often sold out." 
pie restaurant made a profit of 
30.000 yuan ($5,769) in three 
years. But in May last year, the 
parents of a young woman killed 
in a road accident wanted to have 
a last look at her just as she was 
to be cremated. On discovering 
that her buttocks had been re- 
moved. they called the police- 

Japan faces huge 
waste problem 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan has cre- 
ated an overwhelming quantity of 
waste in its race toward coibu^f 1- 
affluence, the government said in 
a report. The amount of house - 
bold waste in this once-fr 0 ® 3 * 
nation will increase bv 50 percent 
between 1988 and' 2000 . the 
Health and Welfare Military pre- 
dicted in its report, titled ^’Tne , 
Cost Of Affluence — 

On The Waste Problem." 
produces 37.77 million - metnc 
tonnes of waste a year. It i*- 111 ® 
world's second-largest prodm** 
of garbage after the United - 
States, which generates 1™ mil- 
lion tonnes 160 million metric 
tonnes a year, the report said. 




